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PC welcomes Rhode
Island Senate candidate
By Chris Donnelly ’08
News Staff

MARY PELLETIER ’09/The Cowl

Father Shanley is invested by Rev. Dominic Izzo, O.P. at the Inauguration Ceremony as
Mayor David N. Cicilline looks on from the stage.

Inauguration Celebration
By Cate Rauseo ’07
News Staff

tudents, faculty, and del
egates representing 90
colleges and universi
ties throughout the na
tion gathered to celebrate as
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P. ’80,
was inaugurated as the College’s
12th president during a series of
formal and informal events on
Friday, Sept. 30, and Saturday,
Oct. 1.
Father Shanley, a native of
Warwick, R.I., took the presi
dential office on July 1, 2005,

S

and has begun making himself
known to many students through
his efforts to reach out to stu
dent clubs and organizations.
The two-day celebration of
the new president’s inauguration
was kicked off with an installa
tion ceremony in Peterson and
a subsequent reception on
Slavin Lawn.
Student Congress president
Matthew Weber ’06 impressed
faculty and students alike with
his welcoming speech at the In
stallation Ceremony.
“I gave a speech on behalf of
the student body in greeting Fa
ther Shanley. I wanted him to
know how I and much of the stu

dent body felt about his arrival,”
said Weber.
Weber’s speech did just that,
as he listed off anecdotes re
garding student excitement and
expectation surrounding the
coming of a new president.
“Over the past 3 months,
many students, with eager eyes,
have quizzically asked me,
‘What is he like, Matt? I’ve
heard such great things.’ In fact,
the students have been a buzz,
with stories galore. Some of our
friends from Catholic Univer
sity begrudgingly called us up,
lamenting the loss of their favor
ite teacher. Others—PC stu
SHANLEY/Page 3

As the U.S. Senate race heats
up, the PC Democrats are hop
ing to introduce students to the
candidates in the running. Carl
Sheeler, one of
CAMPUS the democratic
NEWS candidates for
the Rhode Is
land U.S. Senate, spoke on
Thursday in Moore Hall II at an
event hosted by the PC Demo
crats.
Close to 30 students listened
as the candidate gave his stance
on issues such as alternative
energy, social rights, universal
health care, campaign finance
reform, and even his personal
life.
“One reason for having these
speakers is to enlighten people
about Rhode Island politics,”
said Adam Roach ’06, president
of the PC Democrats.
Sheeler was bom in Brook
lyn, N.Y., but moved many
times as a child. He received
his bachelor’s degree from the
University of Illinois - Chicago
and he earned a doctorate in fi
nance from Union Institute &
University in Cincinnati. He is
a managing partner for Allison
Appraisals & Assessment as
well as a business owner. He is
also no stranger to a college
campus, being an adjunct pro
fessor of business at Bryant Uni
versity. He moved to Rhode Is
land seven years ago and resides
in West Greenwich.
In 2004, Sheeler ran for the
Rhode Island State Senate as an
independent but lost to incum

bent Republican Kevin Breene.
However, Sheeler noted that he
had entered the race late and still
won 41 percent of the vote in
what he said was a very Repub
lican district.
Sheeler asked students
whether or not they would ever
receive a pension, social secu
rity, or universal health care, and
the consensus in the room was
that they would not. He stated
that these issues are decided by
special interest giving money to
both parties and not by the
people.
“There is one party in the
United States,” said Carl
Sheeler, then later added, “I be
lieve I can do the best job. I
have better awareness and per
sonal experience without being
beholden to the special interest
groups.”
Sheeler then gave his views
on the war in Iraq by saying he
opposes it and supports a phased
withdrawal of most of the
troops. To show his disdain, he
recently participated in the
Peace March in Washington,
D.C., which was held on Sept.
24, 2005.
“I was once a Hawk, but this
[the Iraq War] was wrong,” said
Sheeler, a former marine and
Republican.
He hopes to attract students
with his progressive message,
calling on them to get their peers
motivated. Sheeler said that his
campaign slogan will be: “Are
you ready to rumble?” He re
ferred to himself as a “1970s
Democrat” embracing the time
period when people were politi
cally active and fighting for the
SHEELER/Page 2

Debate Team gives PC something to talk about
By Megan Comerford ’06
News Staff

The Providence College De
bate Team won a historic vic
tory at a tournament last month.
Nick Cote ’08 and Kanhar
Munshi ’08
STUDENT competed at
INTEREST the 2005 Nov
ice American
Parliamentary Debate Associa
tion (APDA) Tournament, held
at Boston University the week
end of Sept. 23 and 24.
The duo debated in a total of
four preliminary rounds, two on
Friday and another two on Sat
urday. They won all four and
advanced to the quarterfinals.
Judges awarded Cote and
Munshi a unanimous victory
against their opponents, a team
from Brandeis University in
Massachusetts.

They went on to win the
semifinals with a four to one
decision, also against a Brandeis
team.
In the final round, Munshi
and Cote faced a team from Yale
University.
“We won the coin flip in the
final round, so we chose to be
the opposition team, which
meant that the Yale team, as the
government team, would have
to propose a policy and we
would oppose it,” said Cote.
The Yale team argued that
the United States should join the
International Criminal Court.
“We won a seven to five judges’
decision and a one to zero floor
vote,” Cote said.
Since the International
Criminal Court is a relatively
serious topic, Cote said that he
and Munshi decided “to make
the round as enjoyable as pos
sible. We wanted to have some

KEVIN TASSINI ’06/The Cowl

Kanhar Munshi ’08 (left) and Nick Cote ’08 display their
awards after winning the 2005 Novice APDA Tournament.
fun with it.”
“It was the most audience-

captivating round I’ve ever
seen,” said Eric Brescia ’07,

president of the Debate Team.
“A hundred and twenty people
who half of which didn’t even
know what Providence College
was at the beginning of the
round, were completely wooed
by Kanhar and Nick.”
Cote and Munshi were given
a standing ovation from the au
dience when they won. “Good
debate rounds are funny... and
[they] were absolutely hilarious.
The whole crowd was com
pletely behind them.”
“It was good to have people
respond well to what we were
saying, and not even agree, nec
essarily, but just to appreciate
that we were trying.”
Brescia, who has been a
member since his freshman
year, was excited when Munshi
and Cote were declared the vic
tors.
“It was kind of shocking at
DEBATE/Page 3
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Campus Calendar for Oct. 7 to Oct. 13
Submit events at cowlnewsstaff@yahoo.com

4:30 p.m. AL&NL
Basball Playoffs in
McPhail’s.

Tuesday

Sunday

Friday

9 p.m. Monday
Night Football,
Pittsburgh at San
Diego, in McPhail’s.

8 p.m. Columbus
Day Weekend Party
in McPhail’s.

6 p.m. Sci-Fi Club
Risk Night inSlavin
G29.

Monday

Saturday
r
NEWS BRIEFS
1

October is National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and the Providence
College chapter of “Colleges Against
Cancer” is planning a number of events.
A team is being formed for the Strides
Against Breast Cancer fundraising walk
on Oct. 16 in Roger Williams Park in
Providence. The team already has 30
members, but is still looking for inter
ested students to join.
The organization’s most popular
event on campus, the Relay for Life overnight fund-raising walk, will hold a kick
off meeting to begin planning on Nov.
10. Students interested in forming a team
or helping plan the event are encouraged
to attend. This year’s Relay for Life will
be held in April.
More information about Colleges
Against Cancer, Breast Cancer Aware
ness Month, and upcoming campus

7 p.m. HBO
Documentary “Nine
Innings from Ground
Zero” in Moore Hall.

4-6:30 p.m.
Movie “Evita” in
Moore Hall I.

events can be seen in the Phillips Me
morial Library display cases through
November.
Meg Hoffman ’06, president of Col
leges Against Cancer at PC, said the en
tire PC community should get involved
in the events because cancer affects us
alh
“It’s a good cause, and something that
basically everyone can relate to in one
way or another,” she said.
Colleges Against Cancer was only
approved as a club at PC late last fall, so
this is its first full year as a campus orga
nization. Providence College was the
first school in Rhode Island to have a
chapter of Colleges Against Cancer on
their campus. There are currently 143
chapters across the United States. Brown
University and the University of Rhode
Island are currently in the process of set
ting up their own campus chapters of the
organization.
—Meghan Welsh ’06

Support Group offered by
Personal Counseling Center

HOME AWAY FROM HOME
The beginning of college is certainly a period of
adjustments for many students socially and
academically. If you’d like to meet with other
students who are trying to make that transition,
this is the group for you. This is a drop-in
ground led by the Personal Counseling Center,
which is located in the Lower Bedford Hall on
East Campus. You can attend as many or as few
sessions as you would like. You can check out
our confidential services and links on our Web
site, www.providence.edu/personal-counseling.

7 p.m. Theology On Tap
in McPhail’s.

8-10 p.m. B.O.P.
Coffeehouse
“Open Mic Night”
in McPhail’s.

10 p.m. Sophomore
Class Mass on
Hendricken Field.

Colleges Against Cancer plans upcom
ing events

Thursday

Wednesday

Campaign
slogan to be, “Are
you ready to rumble?”
Sheeler:

continued from front page

rights of women and minorities.
“There was a clear distinction between
parties,” said Sheeler, regarding the 70’s
political climate.
Sheeler also spoke about the public’s
dissatisfaction with the political system
today.
“This political office doesn’t have to
be bought.. . The deepest pockets and
the deepest character, is that the same?”
posed Sheeler, while giving his position
on campaign finance reform.
Sheeler said the most important mes
sage he wished to get across to the PC
students was that if “you want the future
to look better, you better get involved.”
Sheldon Whitehouse and Matt Brown
are Sheeler’s competitors to be the
Democratic candidate for the U.S. Sen
ate. These men hope to challenge the
Republican incumbent, Sen. Lincoln
Chafee, or his primary challenger
Stephen Laffey. Both parties’ primaries
will be held on Sept. 12, 2006.

“If something is broken you can do
three things: you can watch, you can
complain, or you can do something,” said
Sheeler on why he ran and why young
people should be active in politics.
The students’ thoughts on Carl
Sheeler were mixed.
“I think he was really able to express
the issues that affect college students,”
said Roach on Sheeler.
“I respect his motives and how he
wants change, but I think he came off as
too angry,” said Brad McNamara ’08.
The PC Democrats will host events
featuring the other two Democratic can
didates, Whitehouse and Brown later this
semester. Whitehouse is scheduled to
speak on Oct. 13 and Matt Brown is ten
tatively scheduled for Nov. 3.
“I think it is great for the school to
increase political awareness,” said
McNamara. “It is good the politicians
are including young people and letting
us get to know them.”
“It’s an education, but it isn’t like a
class where you have a professor,” said
Emma Pietrantonio ’08, PC Democrats
Treasurer, on the value of having politi
cal speakers.

*******************************

Project REWARDS
Reinforcing Effective Ways to Reduce Daily Smoking

You can earn cash REWARDSfor cutting down your cigarette
smoking!
You may be eligible to participate in a research study if you are:

> a current daily smoker
> between the ages of 18 - 24
> enrolled in college
Earn $75 in cash at your first appointment!

Group Times:

Earn between $210 & $523 in cash by providing us with
daily CO readings!

Wednesday @ 3:30 p.m. Personal Counseling
Center Conference Room starting October 19th.

If you have any questions, please call the
Personal Counseling Center at 865-2343 and
ask for Claire Rodrigues.

Earn up to $ 175 in cash for follow-up appointments!

For more information, please contact Polly at 444-1814 or
e-mail us at
REWARDS@Brown.edu
A Research project sponsored by Brown University and the
National Institute on DrugAbuse
***************i*jr**J[A9.ijtJr<tJ.itij(i
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Shanley: New president steps up
The Business Symposium was held
in the Ryan Family Concert and Lecture
Hall in the Smith Center for the Arts and
dents—were quite confident Father
featured an address by Cheryl Watkins
Shanley could be a walk on to our
Snead, president and chief executive of
basketball team,” Weber said in his
ficer, Banneker Industries, Inc. of Lin
inaugural address, alluding to Father
coln, R.I.
Shanley’s love for PC sports.
Following the symposia was a series
Weber added his personal percep
of performances by PC students, faculty,
tions of the new president, “As I’ve
and alumni in the Blackffiars Theatre.
further acquainted myself with Father
Student performances included a dance
Shanley and his ideas, like many other
performance by Anna Kukowski ’06 and
students before me and surely many
Emily Wood ’07 and a display of selected
to come, it is hard not to beam when
scenes from Anton Chekhov’s plays The
speaking of him. It’s hard not to get
Seagull, Three Sisters, and Cherry’ Or
excited, as a student, about the direc
chard performed by Katie Hughes ’06,
tion Father Shanley will be guiding our
Lisa D’Alessandro ’06, and Caitlin
school in.”
Doyle ’07, and alumnae Anne Marie
Weber concluded his speech on a
Higgins ’92 and Elizabeth Davis ’05.
supportive note, saying, “We’re here
The weekend festivities concluded
for you Father, always. . . and we’ll
with a Vigil Mass in St. Dominic Chapel
see you around campus.”
and a student barbeque on Slavin Lawn
MARY PELLETIER ’09/The Cowl
O.J. Marti ’07 was among the stu
to provide students with a chance to meet
dents to witness many of the
the new president.
Father Shanley speaks with a student at the “Meet the President” student
weekend’s events.
The barbeque featured ample dinner
barbecue last Saturday on Slavin Lawn.
“Inauguration was great. I think it
options, desserts, and a student band.
is really cool that we get to be a part and staff,” said Weber. “It was held in congregation for the Doctrine of the
Many students were impressed by the
of something that has only happened Peterson and had a full orchestra, opera per Faith, delivered the keynote address.
turnout and excited for the opportunity
12 times in the history of the College. formance, and speaking portion. It was a
A luncheon held on the East Campus to take part in the weekend’s activities.
Working at it was interesting because wonderful way to celebrate this great mo quad was followed by two Inaugural
“The barbeque was a great idea. I
I got to see the behind the scenes of ment in PC history.”
Symposia each featuring a keynote think it was a good way to introduce Fa
all the events,” said Marti.
Saturday’s events began with an inaugu speaker and a subsequent discussion ther Shanley to the students,” said Caitlin
In addition to his involvement in ral convocation, which was held on the ter panel composed of a faculty member, an Schlesier ’07.
the Inaugural installation, Weber also race of the Smith Center for the Arts. In alumnus of the College, and a current
“There was a great turnout, the food
had the opportunity to attend the Fri addition to honoring Father Shanley, numer student.
was good, and the band definitely added
day evening Inaugural Ball.
ous other faculty members were recognized
The Science Symposium was held in to the atmosphere. I hope a lot of stu
“The ball consisted of a few select at the convocation for achieving tenure sta the Angell Blackfriars Theatre and fea-' dents got a chance to introduce them
student leaders and their dates along tus. The Very Rev. J. Augustine Di Noia, tured Dr. Kenneth R. Miller, a professor selves to Father Shanley,” said Sara Kirk
with other board members and faculty O.P., the undersecretary of the Vatican’s of biology at Brown University.
’07.

continued from front page

Debate: Munshi and Cote win with their words
continued from front page
first, but it was pretty exciting,” said
Cote, who hopes to compete in sev
eral more tournaments this school
year.
“I was pumped, I felt so happy for
them.. . they were telling me to calm
down,” Brescia said. “It felt great to
be like Took Harvard and Yale, we can
compete with you guys.’ ”
“Both of them are a bit of celebri
ties now. When we went to a tourna
ment last week... everybody was ask
ing about them,” said Brescia.
No current members of the Debate
Team are aware of Providence Col
lege ever winning a tournament before
the 2005 Novice APDA Tournament,
even though the club has been active
for approximately 10 years.
At the APDA tournaments, Provi
dence College faces Ivy League
schools including Harvard, Yale,
Princeton, and Cornell, as well as
other competitive school such as Johns
Hopkins University, The College of
William and Mary, and Amherst Col
lege.
“This is the equivalent of the bas
ketball team winning the Final Four,”
said Debate Team member Matt We
ber ’06, regarding the magnitude of
the Debate Team’s victory.
Brescia said that Cote and
Munshi’s victory “put [Providence

College] on the map. We’re not someone
to just walk over.”
A parliamentary debate consists of two
teams of two, each of which give three
timed speeches, and usually lasts about 40
minutes. A coin flip decides which team
will be the defendant, who selects the topic,
and the opponent.
Unlike other forms, parliamentary de
bate does not require much research.
“All the cases are basically based on
current events,” said Brescia.
“The idea is that it [parliamentary de
bate] fosters a style of quick thinking,”
Brescia said, explaining that the opposition
side is not made aware of the topic until
the debate begins.
“Topics can be from very serious, like
tax law, to very goofy; I’ve had cases be
fore on The Little Mermaid and The Wiz
ard of Oz,” said Brescia.
“I have to say that the final round was
the most enjoyable round in which I have
ever participated. I had never debated in
front of a crowd that large,” said Cote.
Cote, who was ranked sixth-best speaker
out of more than 240 participants, debated
in high school, but the 2005 Novice APDA
Tournament marked his first college-level
debate.
Depending on how he scores at future
debates this year, Brescia believes Cote
could potentially be awarded Novice ofthe
Year by APDA.
There are APDA tournaments nearly
every weekend, many of which the mem
bers of the Providence College Debate

Team attend.
While there are roughly 30 members
in total, representing a significant in
crease over the past two years, there are
about a dozen who regularly compete.
“We lost a bunch of seniors last year,”
said Brescia. However, many new mem
bers have joined since classes started last
month.
According to Brescia, the Debate
Team is “definitely improving.”
“At the end of last year, we had some
kids from Brown who made comments
and said, ‘Wow, you’re getting pretty
good now,”’ said Brescia.
The Debate Team practices twice a
week, on Mondays and Thursdays at 6:00

p.m. in Accinno Hall 206. These ses
sions not only afford the members a
chance to develop their debating skills,
but also to find a good partner.
“You tend to find someone you’re
good with [and stick with them],” said
Brescia.
Cote and Brescia will be competing
together at a tournament this weekend at
Harvard University.
Providence College will host its own
tournament in the spring, giving the De
bate Team members like Cote and
Munshi a chance to be judges.
“It’ll be a different perspective,” said
Cote, who is looking forward to hosting
a debate.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT!
2-6 Bedrooms or Full
House with appliances,
carpeting, dishwasher,
alarm, and laundry facili
ties. A must see! Please
call 247-4609 for more
■
information.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Men and Women Needed for
Alcohol Drinking Research Study

Rl Business Plan Competition

The Center for Alcohol and Addiction Studies at Brown
University is examining the effects of a medication on
responses to drinking and alcohol related cues. Study
participation will involve several outpatient visits
over approximately a 6-week period.

$100,000 in prizes

Earn up to $500 for completing the study
You must be 21-65 years old, a regular drinker, and
not seeking treatment for alcohol problems.

Call Amy or JP at (401) 444-1807

www.ri-bizplan.com
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Nine hopefuls face off for freshman class president
By Meghan E. Welch ’06
News Staff

With posters featuring campaign slo
gans and puns spreading throughout cam
pus, and Facebook groups asking people
to support various candidates, it’s clear
that the freshman
election season has
PRESIDENTS arrived. This year
nine members of the
Class of 2009 are on the campaign trail
vying for the position of freshman class
president.
Jesse De Patsy, of Holden, Mass., was
president of his high school class for four
years and was also involved in Best Bud
dies. He has already attended Student
Congress meetings at PC and hopes to
enhance his experience in class leader
ship if elected freshman class president.
“I would never want to promise events
that would never actually happen,” De
Patsy said. “But 1 do want to plan unit
ing events for the freshman class that are
voted on by the students.” De Patsy said
he also hopes to plan events in conjunc
tion with other classes and events to serve
the community, such as a “PC Coat and
Mitten Drive.”
Andrew Ducheneau, of Rockport,
Mass., was co-captain of the swim team
in high school. Although he has never
been involved in student government, he
believes that his enthusiasm makes him
a good candidate for the role of class
president. He would look to plan fun and
interesting fundraisers and class trips
along with his other class officers if
elected president.
“1 would really try to make a differ
ence on campus on behalf of my class
and the entire school,” he said. “I would
openly encourage people to approach me
with questions, concerns, or suggestions
as to how things are done at PC.”
Kristina Everett, of Brewester, N.Y.,
was involved in student council in high
school in addition to the Student Literacy
Club and the Spanish Club. She thinks
that her love of working with people and
being involved makes her a good candi

Vote on ANGEL
Oct. 12 and 13
DEN1ELLE BALSARI '07/The Cowl

Clockwise from top left: Candidates for the Class of
2009 president include Jesse De Patsy ’09; Kristina
Everett ’09; Ryan Holt ’09; Damian Lo Basso ’09;
Caitlin Starr ’09; Ryan Whalen ’09; and Liz Wolf ’09.
Not pictured are Andrew Ducheneau ’09 and Justin
Rich ’09.
date for class president.
“I feel I could greatly improve our
class through my love for activity and
willingness to try different things. By de
veloping creative ideas for fundraising
and events on campus, I could boost en
thusiasm on campus, specifically within
the Class of 2009,” she said. Everett
would also look to coordinate events with
other schools in Rhode Island in order
to allow the students to get to know
people outside the PC campus.
Ryan Holt, of Providence, R.I., was
involved in student government in high
school and also served on advisory com
mittees.
“I want to run for class president be
cause I want to start things off right and
build a strong, united class,” he said.
If elected, Holt plans to raise as much
money as he can for the class through
various activities including raffles,
barbeques, and other social events. He
also hopes to keep close ties to his class
through Town hall-style meetings where
students can voice their ideas and con
cerns.
Damian Lo Basso, of River Vale, N.J.,
participated in four years of student gov
ernment in high school and also founded
a peer mentoring program. He says he
would like to balance fun activities for
the class with looking at serious issues
on campus. He hopes to start a peer
mentoring program at Providence Col-

lege.
“Many students who are facing prob
lems sometimes feel threatened by talk
ing to adults, so being able to seek ad
vice from peers would be a good alter
native for them,” he said. Lo Basso also
wants to make surveys on ANGEL for
students to voice their opinions. He
would also like to plan activities to raise
money for the class based on what inter
ests them.
Justin Rich, of Branford, Conn., was
captain of his swim team in high school,
as well as an active member of the Po
litical Club. He believes that it is impor
tant to listen and respond to student con
cerns and suggestions. If elected class
president, “I would plan events in which
students will have a great time and get to
know each other,” he said.
Caitlin Starr, of New Providence,
N.J., was captain of the swim team in
high school in addition to being in stu
dent government.
“1 was always involved in high school,
and I want to get involved here at PC,”
she said. “I hope I can get to know the
class better and make a difference.”
Starr considers herself a self-driven,
hard working person who would get a
lot done for her class if elected president.
She said she hopes to plan social events
and fundraisers to raise money for her
class, as well as planning community
service events to help the outlying

community.
Ryan Whalen, of Warwick, R.I., was
involved in student government and band
in high school, and was also selected for
the State Leadership Team for Model
Legislature. He thinks that in being from
R.I., he is able to offer a different insight
than some of the other candidates.
In his campaign-platform, Whalen
emphasizes an open door policy, mean
ing that as president, he would be easily
accessible to students by phone, e-mail,
or in his room. “I believe it is important
for my peers to feel as though they can
reach me any time they wish,” he said.
Liz Wolf, of Holden, Mass., was in
volved in the Board of Monitors in her
high school, a section of student govern
ment that made policy changes and
planned events.
“1 think I would do a good job as class
president because I know how to get kids
involved,” she said. “If elected, 1 will go
beyond the responsibilities of being class
president.”
Different events that Wolf is interested
in planning for the freshman class include
a barbeque, a themed dance party, and
an Olympic Day involving competitions
between dorms. She wants to plan events
that enhance the spirit and unity of her
class and of the school as a whole.
Freshman class elections will be held
on Oct. 12 and 13.

Representatives rise for
Student Congress votes
Left to Right: Candidates for Class of 2009 Representatives
Michelle Palermino ’09; Athena Fokaidis ’09; Brendan
Ward ’09; Ramit Khanduja ’09; Ashley Prescott ’09; Will
Bromstedt ’09; Kristen O’Malley ’09; Cara Mitchell ’09;
Kaitlyn Twiname ’09; Harry “Tom” Powers ’09; Jess
Kowal ’09; Kat Story ’09; Casey Reutemann ’09; Sofia
Graca ’09; Kaitlin O’Donnell ’09; and James K. Parker.
Not pictured are Hannibal Gambino ’09, Spencer Hirst ’09,
Morgan Nelligan ’09, Anthony Valentino ’09.

National Career
Expert:

x

Author of

Monday
October *17
6:30 PM
‘64 Hall

“How to get a Job
with any Major”

National Career Guru, Don Ahser
visits PC from San Francisco!
*Your roadmap regardless of major
*Skills valued by employers
*Developing your plan for success
whether a freshman or senior

Co-Sponsored by:
Career Services, SAIL and the Balfour Center
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Vice presidential candidates gear up for elections
By Meghan E. Welch ’06
News Staff
As freshman class campaigning gets
underway, signs are popping up through
out campus and candidates are looking
for ways to make themselves known to
members of their class. Three
VICE candidates for the vice presiPRES. dent position are hoping to
help make the freshman year
of the Class of 2009 a memorable one.
Each candidate, in gearing up for next
week’s election, has expressed a com
mon goal of getting the freshman class
involved.
Andrew MacMannis ’09, of North
Easton, Mass., is an elementary and spe
cial education major. He was involved
in the executive board at his high school,
in addition to being on the track team
and literary magazine. He said he wants
to plan more trips for the freshman class,
and more community service opportuni
ties.
“I want to make a difference, get in
volved, and help others,” he said. “I want

to organize activities that bring together
the whole class rather than just certain
groups of people, and I want to unite the
class early on.”
If elected vice president, MacMannis
said that after celebrating, he would try
to quickly meet with the other class of
ficers and brainstorm in order to plan
events that appeal to the class. He said
he also wants to plan dorm sporting
events, such as wiffleball and frisbee, so
that people can get involved in sports
outside of intramurals and the sports
teams.
Ryan Ward ’09, of Medfield, Mass.,
a finance major, was involved in Student
Council throughout high school and was
also a CCD teacher. His plans for the
freshman class involve planning various
social events in McPhail’s and organiz
ing field trips for the Class of 2009.
“I think that I can support our class
and bring good ideas and values to the
table,” he said. “When 1 did Urban Ac
tion, I talked to UA leaders who were
involved in Congress, and got a lot of
ideas of what to do for the freshman
class.”

Pictured from left
to right are:
Andrew
MacMannis ’09,
Ryan Ward ’09,
and Meghan
Whelan ’09.
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Ward would want to set up small
groups in order to involve fellow mem
bers of the freshman class and allow their
voices to be heard. He is also interested
in setting up a trash committee to help
keep the campus clean.
“This campus is very pretty, and usu
ally is clean,” he said. “However, there’s
always a lot more trash on campus on
weekends, and 1 think that should be
cleaned up.”
Meghan Whelan ’09, of Westfield,
Mass., a political science major, was in
volved in the school newspaper and year
book in high school, in addition to being
president of her high school’s foreign lan
guage club and teaching religious edu
cation. Her plans for the class involve a

formal dance and possibly organizing
skating nights at Schneider Arena.
Whelan also wants to organize events
where a portion of the proceeds go to
the charity of the classes’ choice, and
wants to look into having a home cooked
meal for members of the freshman class.
“I’d like to sponsor a night where a
group of volunteers cooks dinner for
whoever buys tickets,” she said. “Who
doesn’t want a home cooked meal?”
Whelan also realizes the importance
of getting the concerns of the students
out in the open.
“I’d like to see class meetings where
the student body can voice ideas and
opinions for improving PC and bringing
the class together,” she said.

Four scramble for Class of 2009 secretary spot
By Jen Jarvis ’07
News Editor

Shannon Case ’09, Laura Ferrazzano
’09, Bethany Graber ’09, and Kaytee
Stewart ’09, are the four hopefuls for the
position of freshman class secretary.
Case, a psychol
SECRETARIES ogy major from
Voorheesville,
N.Y., has been on
Student Congress since fourth grade and
said that she is therefore quite familiar
with it.
“I had a lot of leadership in high
school,” she said. She was also presi
dent of Ronald McDonald House Teen
Board, vice president of National Honor
Society, and secretary of the Key Club.
She was a representative at the Hugh
O’Brien Youth (HOBY) Leadership
Conference, state representative at the
HOBY World Leadership Congress, and
a representative at Girls’ State, a
weeklong program where girls learn
about the government.
Case stays involved at PC with PC
Pals, Circle K, Urban Action, and the
Outdoor Adventure Club. She also at
tended the Transfomations retreat.
Case said that she wants to send a
survey to every member of the class to

cater to her classmates’ interests when
planning events and speakers. She said
she would like to see interaction with
nearby colleges and “more options for
students on the weekends,” including
having facilities like Peterson Recreation
Center stay open later.
Ferrazzano, another candidate, has
participated in Urban Action and the
Transformations leadership retreat. In
high school, she was class president, stu
dent representative to the Parent Teacher
Student Association (PTS A), a represen
tative on Campus Congress, and captain
of the tennis team.
“I want to make lots of improvements
for my class,” Ferrazzano said, citing
social events and special guests as ways
of getting her classmates involved. She
also said she wants to get soap in all the
bathrooms, mentioning that McVinney
Hall, where she lives, has none.
Ferrazzano is a finance major from
Valley Cottage, N.Y. She said her so
ciable nature would help her in the posi
tion of secretary. “I love talking to people
and getting them involved with school
activities,” she said.
Graber, a psychology major from
Holden, Mass., said her main concern is
class unity.
“I want our class to get involved, get
to know each other,” she said. She par-
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Pictured from left to right are: Shannon Case ’09, Laura Ferrazzano ’09,
Bethany Graber ’09, and Kaytee Stewart ’09.
ticipates in Urban Action, Colleges
Against Cancer, and intramurals. Dur
ing high school, she was on student coun
cil, vice president of student council se
nior year, and a delegate for two years at
the Massachusetts Association of Student
Councils Conference.
Graber said she wants to get her class
together for a community service project.
She said she would stick with the tradi
tional freshman activities like the Snow
ball.formal dance, and would add new
things like a trip back to Newport at the
end of freshman year. She also said she
would like to see the classes interact more
than they do now.
“It would be nice to find ways to have
all of the classes bond and do things to
gether—not just the freshmen,” she said.
Stewart, the fourth candidate, is in
volved in PC for Life, PC Democrats,

and Campus Ministry’s special events
group. She is a public and community
service studies major from Hartford,
Conn.
Stewart has a myriad of events she
would like to implement, including
fundraisers, class theme nights like so
cials and game nights, volunteer projects,
and a class trip to Boston or New York.
In high school, Stewart was a team
captain, class officer, Student Council
executive member, committee chair for
Student Council, Pep Club member and
coordinator, and secretary and treasurer
of the National Honor Society.
Stewart said she hopes to “give op
portunities for students to speak about
concerns [and] ideas,” in an open forum.
She said she would like some events to
be monthly or bi-monthly so that more
students would attend.

Candidates for treasurer hope to make it all add up
By Jen Jarvis ’07
News Editor
The candidates for treasurer of the
Class of2009 are Guilherme “G” Araujo
’09, John Michael Butterfield ’09, Deepa
Desai ’09, and Lizzie Reilly ’09. All
have vast experi
ence
in student
TREASURERS
government from
high school and are
enthusiastic to keep the ball rolling in
college.
Araujo said that his experience as high
school treasurer and his accounting skills
“would be a good benefit for the whole
class,” if he were elected treasurer. He
was also part ofthe Senior Helping Committee and a leader of his church youth
group.
Voting and surveys would be the pri
mary ways Araujo said he would find out
what students wanted as far as class
events go. He said he wanted to find
“new ways of spreading the word,” and
that fundraising is a main concern of his.
Araujo, a pre-engineering major from
Peabody, Mass., is involved in African
American Society, Outdoor Adventure
Club, Amigos Unidos, Physics Society,

Special Olympics, and Social Justice on
campus. He called himself sociable, say
ing, “I try to be friendly with everyone.”
Butterfield, from Thiells, N.Y., is a
marketing major. His past leadership
experience includes being president of
his high school’s student government, an
officer in his class, leadership confer
DENIELLE BALSARI ’07/The Cowl
ences, and varsity tennis captain.
Pictured from left to right are: Guilherme Araujo ’09, John Michael
Butterfield continued his involvement
Butterfield ’09, Deepa Desai ’09, and Lizzie Reilly ’09.
at PC through Urban Action, intramurals,
and the Transformations leadership re
Living so far away from the center of importance of being involved on cam
treat. “I like being involved,” he said. activity on upper campus made it diffi pus. To that end, she participates in Ur
His plan is to dedicate himself to one cult for her to see what’s going on, she ban Action, Gaelic Society, College Re
thing, Student Congress, and stay fo said. Nevertheless, Desai is involved in publicans, and PC for Life, and she vol
cused on it, he said.
Asian Am, intramural soccer, Education unteers at the Paul Coffee School. “I love
One idea he said he has for an event Club, Organization of Student Social PC,” she said.
School spirit is another important
is “Class Pride Day,” where students get Workers, and the Balfour Center for
together to play softball or frisbee—one Multicultural Affairs.
quality Reilly said she hopes to foster in
class against another—to “create friendly
To help keep students involved, Desai her classmates through activities such as
competition between the classes.” said she wants to “primarily focus on a a trip into Boston for a Red Sox/YanButterfield also said he wants to put out community service project that the en kees Game, charity events, and
more suggestion boxes to get more stu tire class can participate in.” This idea fundraisers like socials and dances.
dent input for Congress.
reflects her commitment to service in
Her list of high school qualifications
Desai, a math major from Patchogue, high school, where she was a core leader includes class secretary, executive trea
N. Y., cited her residence on campus as a for the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program. surer, president of Young Republicans,
chief reason for becoming treasurer. She also was on the student council and treasurer of Girls’ Club (a community
“Even though I live in Dore Hall, I think executive board, captain of her swim service group), a peer mentor, and a par
ticipant in a national young leadership
I can help get my class involved more at team, and a retreat leader.
Reilly is a political science major program. “My previous experience will
Providence,” she said, suggesting events
from Glen Ridge, N.J. She stressed the help with the organization,” Reilly said.
where freshmen can meet each other.
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The Friar Focus: t
Chronicles of fine lives of Friars o.f
Father Iriarte Andujar, O.P.
By Beth Finan ’07
News Staff

Note: This profile is part of a new
series detailing the stories of Friars
on campus, with the goal of exposing
the student body to Dominican life.
The first encounter most prospec
tive students have with Providence
College is through the Office of Ad
mission, which provides applicants
with a wealth of statistics and infor
mation about what an education at a
Dominican college entails. However,
the most valuable testimony regarding
the type of institution PC is would not
be found in a glossy view book or
course catalog, but rather in presence
of Assistant Dean of Admission Rev.
Iriarte Andujar, O.P., one of two Do
minican Friars in the Office.
Affectionately referred to as “Fa
ther Iri” by colleagues and students
alike, Father Andujar came to PC af
ter he was asked to serve in the Office
of Admission, which hadn’t had a Do
minican staff member in 15 years.
Previously, Father Andujar had done
two years ofparish work in New York
and had also worked as a superinten
dent of a cemetery.
“My motto was, ‘I’m the last one
to let you down,”’ he said with a laugh.
He said that the preaching aspect
in the Dominican mission is what drew
him to the Order.
“Preaching at Mass is one thing,”
he explained. “I also give advice and
listen to students in the dorms. Some

times, the students even teach me.”
As part of his duties in the Office of
Admission, Father Andujar spends a
great deal of time on the road, especially
at this time of year, traveling to high
schools and recruiting prospective stu
dents in his assigned territories of New
York City, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio,
Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, and
Central and South America.
Brendan Brown ’07 said, “After
working with Father Iri in the Admissions
Office this summer, I found that he brings
a very personable approach to students
looking at the school. He’s one of those
Dominicans who exudes great confi
dence and humor.”
Father Andujar said that he has just
returned from an 18-day recruiting trip
to Latin America in which he visited eight
different countries. Next week he will
drive back and forth between Providence
and New York City several times before
heading out to Ohio.
Whereas some might grow weary and
jet-lagged, Father Andujar remains en
thusiastic throughout this busy time of
year.
“It’s not relaxing, but it’s still fantas
tic,” he said. “I love meeting with stu
dents and counselors and trying to find a
place where students fit, where they’ll
be happy, and where they’ll succeed.”
For Father Andujar, observing the
differences among all of the places he
visits is “a blessing.”
“Internationally, each country is its
own culture. In Latin America, they are
not only Hispanic—-they are Argentinian,
Peruvian, Guatemalan. They express
themselves differently and even speak
Spanish differently,” he said.

Father Iri, who works in the
Admission Office, travels to Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Central and
South America, and across the
United States, on recruiting trips.
When he is on the road, Father
Andujar is usually all about business. He
said that he tries to visit as many schools
as possible during the week and, although
his weekends are free, he usually spends
them traveling to the next destination. On
his recently completed trip to Latin
America, however, he had the opportu
nity to visit waterfalls in Costa Rica and
spent two days on the Galapagos Islands,
where he saw a variety of exotic birds
and sea creatures.
Back at PC, Father Andujar lives
among the students in St. Joseph’s Hall.
He said that students can use him as a
resource to talk to if they are having

Share your space, but live on your own.

.4 M Mfr

trouble with families or roommates.
“I really do enjoy it,” he said.
“Since I’m not a faculty member, it’s
the way I get to know students on cam
pus.”
Living in the residence halls also
acquaints Andujar with a college
student’s sleeping patterns.
He said that on weekends, he usu
ally stay ups until things have quieted
down—even if that means going to bed
at 3:00 a.m., as he did last Friday.
In his spare time, Andujar enjoys
studying languages. He is fluent in
Spanish and also knows French, Ger
man, Italian, Latin, Greek, Hebrew,
and Portuguese. His motivation for
learning so many languages stems
from the traveling he has done
throughout his life.
“When I was a junior in college, I
spent a year in Rome, where I learned
Italian,” he said. “While I was there, I
went to Austria and Germany, and 1
didn’t know any German, so when I
came back, I decided to study it.”
For others who are interested in
learning a language, Andujar maintains
a Web page that contains links to news
papers all over the world in different
languages, as well as to search engines,
travel and entertainment information,
and maps.
Andujar’s appreciation for interna
tional cultures spills over into yet an
other hobby of his—listening to mu
sic. “Whatever grabs me,” he said, re
ferring to what type of music he en
joys the most. His collection includes
many genres of music, such as Irish,
African, Greek, and contemporary
Christian.
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Millions hungry for aid
By Kathryn Treadway ’06
World Editor

Ask
PC
Should the Anna Nicole
Smith case go before the
Supreme Court?

The first in a two-part series about the
crisis in Africa.
Raymond cafeteria often leaves many
students on this campus unsatisfied, but
the word has new meaning for the people
of Malawi, meaning with which no
Raymond refugee can
NEWS compete.
ANALYSIS
Since flooding in late
2001, the southern African
continent has experienced a severe food
crisis, and of the nations affected, Malawi
has felt this crisis most acutely. Accord
ing to the World Food Program (WFP),
a United Nations agency, many people
report eating one meal or less per day
with the majority living on less than $ 1 a
day. A severe dry spell this year, which
caused the maize harvest to fail, coupled
with the AIDS epidemic, has crippled the
nation’s agricultural industry. This prob
lem, affecting all of southern Africa, has
worsened, leaving the WFP anticipating
that nearly half the population—some
five million people—may need food aid
to stave off starvation in the next six
months; across the region estimates of
those who need aid are as high as 12
million.
President Bakili Muluzi had declared
a state of emergency in Malawi as early
as February, but this year’s maize har
vest was the worst in a decade, resulting
in skyrocketing food prices and increased
lines at feeding centers. The scorching
sun has created a severe drought and the
lack of seed and fertilizer have compli
cated the ongoing food crisis. Families
have been forced to sell off livestock to
raise funds for food and cooking sup
plies.
Dulani Adwel, the headman of
Mbalanguzi village in the Thyolo district
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A young girl stands by empty granaries in the country of Niger in August.
Much of Africa is currently experiencing some degree of famine.
of southern Malawi said, “We have a huge
problem. On the one side we have hun
ger and on the other side we have AIDS.”
These two root problems are intertwined
since between 30 to 40 percent of the adult
population is infected with the AIDS vi
rus; the population which would normally
be the most productive, farmers, is dying
in droves, leaving an ever widening hole
in the nation’s agricultural potential.
The situation is the same across the
continent where 80 percent of the popu
lation derives its income from farming,
making it a vital aspect of the continents
economic growth.
Some 12 million people in Malawi,
Zimbabwe,
Zambia,
Lesotho,
Mozambique, Swaziland, and other
southern countries, will need international
help. In Zimbabwe, President Robert
Mugabe’s land redistribution program has
intensified the situation.
As the situation continues to worsen,

the WFP continues to call on donors,
particularly from the Gulf States that
have benefitted from high oil prices, to
assist in the relief efforts. John Egeland,
the U.N. relief coordinator, stated,
“There are many countries in the Gulf
and elsewhere who have received enor
mous windfall from these oil prices. We
can save a life for $ 1 a day.”
The hunger crisis has the potential
to become a humanitarian disaster like
the hunger crisis in Niger, where warn
ings went unheeded until television be
gan showed starving children.
The WFP accepts online donations
through their Web site, www.wfp.org.
Next time you sit down to a meal in
Ray, remember that unsatisfied is a rela
tive term.

Sources: BBC, The World Food Pro
gram

“No, they should hand the case over
to Judge Judy.”
Mark Rhoads ’08

“No they shouldn’t. She is probably
hiding enough money in her bra to
sustain her for life.”

Brian Burns ’06

The Washington semester
A PC student s experience in D. C.
By Nicole Chismar ’07
World Staff

Chismar is currently studying at
American Univerity in D.C. as part of
PC’s elite Washington Semester
Program.
Studying in the “District” for the last
month, I have come to recognize some
thing that I perhaps overlooked or failed
to deeply consider during my academic
career at PC— the meaning of liberal
ism. Surrounded by so many conserva
tives not only at home but on the PC cam
pus, I have always considered myself
rather liberal. Since then, I have come to
realize that 1 might not be as far to the
“left” as 1 had previously prided myself
on being. Liberalism in D.C., as I re
cently discovered, is more than just a la
bel signifying an individual’s personal
beliefs, it is a way of life. In fact, it is
what some people live and breathe 24
hours a day.
My first dose of reality came while
meeting a journalist who completely ex
ceeded the bounds of what I thought a
liberal was supposed to be. Seventy-nineyear-old Helen Thomas, the dean of

White House reporters, is quite possibly
the most blunt and opinionated person I
have ever met. In fact, this tough person
ality came close to costing Helen her ca
reer when she mistakenly mentioned to a
newspaper reporter from The Hill that,
“the day I say Dick Cheney is going to
run for president, I’ll kill myself. All we
need is one more liar.”
She tackles the tough questions that
few are willing to take on and demands
real answers. She has interviewed thou
sands of influential political icons from
President Nixon to President Bush and is
considered one ofthe most respected jour
nalists in her field. Ultimately, Helen is
liberal not only because of her beliefs but
because she considers it to be a part of
her profession. Journalism she says, “is
the most noble and honorable occupation
because it seeks the truth, and it is com
prised of people who intend to discover
the truth,” a.k.a. liberals. In her opinion,
you cannot be a good journalist without
being a liberal. It is this intriguing idea
that I never truly considered until now.
Can someone be conservative and a good
journalist?
Secondly, what also directed my atten
tion toward this heightened sense of lib
eralism was the anti-war protest and
peace rally two weekends ago. Never be
fore had I witnessed a protest, or such a
strong display of political beliefs. More
than 200,000 people filled the Ellipse (the
circular field next to the White House),

and Constitution Avenue that day,
adorned in costumes and flashing signs
challenging conservative ideals.
Besides the protest itself, I was also
able to witness the government at work.
Police on horseback and SWAT teams
surrounded the area, while helicopters
flew overhead surveying the people be
low. This scene in particular is what
seemed surreal to me. I felt as though I
was immersed in some sort of peaceful
revolution that you only read about in
history text books. It baffled me that this
was reality and that I was a part of it; it
was truly remarkable.
However, at this point in particular I
also realized that I might not be as lib
eral as some of my counterparts. And
even though I still consider myself lib
eral, I now know that I am certainly not
as radical as some of the individuals that
marched that day.
While in D.C. I have ultimately come
to realize that ideology is the hub of life
here; it is what keeps this metropolis
beating. And as a result, my time spent
in Washington so far has helped me re
alize more about myself and my politi
cal beliefs than I ever thought possible.
It has truly challenged me to be critical
of who I am. So the next time you argue
over politics and express your beliefs, I
challenge you to be critical of who you
are and ask yourself this question first:
am I really a liberal or a conservative?

“No, I think it’s a waste of time and
money. There are better issues to be
heard.”

Ashley McManus ’07

“The Supreme Court should have
better things to worry about than
Anna Nicole Smith.”
Laura Donovan ’07
Compiled by Julianne Spohrer ’07
and Allison Herrmann ’07
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Roberts ushers in change

By Sarah Vaz’07
Asst. World Editor

As Chief Justice John Roberts takes
the gavel for the first time, and a new
appointee faces confirmation on the hill,
the U.S. Supreme Court will open its
2005-2006 term am id dockets of flashy,
hot-button issues. These cases will
surely deal with fundamental controver
sies of our time; issues of religious free
dom, parental notification for abortion,
campaign finance reform, assisted sui
cide, nasty roommates, and Anna N icole
Smith.
Roberts, taking over for William
Rehnquist, will be under close scrutiny
for how closely he will follow in the late
Chief Justice’s footsteps, having once
clerked for him. Pundits are already
speculating as to whether his style will
be the same, both literally and figura
tively. Experts wonder whether he will
be known for deference to colleagues
and piercing lines of questioning, or per
haps for his fashion sense, as Rehnquist
was after insisting that large gold chev
rons be sewn onto his robe.
Confirmed just one week ago, he will
have little time to prepare for the del
uge of cases before him, many of them
issues in the national spotlight. Already
this week, justices heard Gonzales v.
Oregon, an assisted suicide case. The
Bush Administration is arguing that it
has the right to punish physicians who
participate in assisted suicide, regard
less of whether or not they are legal in a
state. Not only an issue of life or death,
the case deals with states rights; specifi
cally, the ability to license and regulate
physicians.
Two cases involving abortion are
sure to arise in November—one a chal
lenge to parental notification laws in
New Hampshire and another a civil rack
eteering case.
Jennifer K. Brown, the legal direc
tor of the women’s advocacy group Le
gal Momentum, expressed her shock that
the court had decided to take the cases.
“It means that at least four justices
have agreed that the legal issues are still
unsettled ... ft sets off a red flag for
us,’’ Brown noted.
Many fear that Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor’s slated replacement, White
House counsel Harriet Miers, “may vote

to give the states more discretion in this
area than O’Connor would have,” said
Stephen Presser, a constitutional law pro
fessor at Northwestern Univeristy.
Not everyone shares his concern how
ever, as many conservatives are disap
pointed in her nomination. David Myers
of the National Review openly labeled her
appointment “an unforced error,” accus
ing bush of squandering an opportunity
to appoint a conservative scholar.
“I worked with Harriet Miers. She’s a
lovely person: intelligent, honest, capable,
loyal, discreet, dedicated ... I could pile
on the praise all morning. But there is no
reason at all to believe either that she is a
legal conservative or—and more impor
tantly—that she has the spine and steel
necessary to resist the pressures that con
stantly bend the American legal system
toward the left,” he worried.
Campaign spending issues are on the
docket for early 2006, and are expected
to shed light on the relationship of cam
paign spending and the right to free
speech. An anti-abortion group in Wiscon
sin is challenging a law that bans some
ads against candidates in the final weeks
of an election. Another case challenges
Vermont’s state campaign spending lim
its. The court’s decisions will be impor-

It means that at least four
justices have agreed that the
legal issues are still un
settled ... It sets off a red
flag for us
Jennifer K. Brown
tant to states fighting to curb astronomi
cal campaign spending in their local races.
One case out of Georgia may draw at
tention on college campuses and young
urbanites everywhere, as the court is ex
pected to rule as to whether one room
mate can allow the search of another
roommate’s belongings. Also from Geor
gia, a case will question whether the
Americans with Disabilities Act must ap
ply in state prisons.
Out of New Mexico comes a legal
battle stemming from a 1999 incident that
pits U.S. customs agents against the Reli
gious Freedom Restoration Act. Agents
seized 30 gallons of a hallucinogenic tea
from a man who claims to have ties to a
religious group with origins in the Bra
zilian Amazon. The government will

MSNBC

Chief Justice Roberts attends the traditional Red Mass with President
George W. Bush and First Lady Laura Bush. The Mass marks the opening
of the court’s session.
claim the tea is a controlled substance riage should be sufficient.
under their jurisdiction, and the RFRA
At issue for the Supreme Court jus
will be used to defend it as a sacrament, tices, however, is not to pass judgment
the position taken by the U.S. Circuit on the self-proclaimed blonde
Court of Appeals.
bombshell’s character or her b-list
In a series of cases out of Texas, the lifestyle, but rather the question of when
court will first have to decide whether a federal court is allowed to hear claims
federal agents who pressed for the in that are also involved in state probate
dictment of a Dallas executive can be proceedings; the case has been held up
sued in retaliation. William Moore, a by jurisdiction issues for years.
former CEO, was absolved by a federal
Texas court found Smith’s original
judge in 1990, but is the fact that he was claim to the estate frivolous and a jury
indicted enough to keep him from su determined that Marshall had done noth
ing? Secondly, the court will rule on ing wrong. Her initial award of $89 mil
whether Dallas-based Lincoln Property lion was eventually thrown out by the
Co. and other large real estate groups Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
can have business disputes cleared up San Francisco, ruling that the Texas pro
in federal courts since they are operat bate court’s decision that the
millionaire’s son was the sole heir must
ing in various states.
And finally in another Texas case, stand.
Marshall believes the case to be noth
picked out of more than 1,900 appeals,
the court has agreed to hear the case of ing more than one more small step to
the infamous former stripper turned ward carrying out his father’s dying
Playboy centerfold. Smith has been em wishes.
broiled in a probate battle over the for
Meanwhile Smith’s lawyer, Howard
tune of her late husband, 90-year-old oil K. Stem, assured the Associated Press
tycoon J. Howard Marshall II, since his that Anna Nicole is more than ready for
1995 death. The controversial star, le the spotlight. “She’s very excited. She
gal name Vickie Lynn Marshall, stands will be attending arguments, there’s no
to gain more than $474 million from his question about that,” he reported from
estate if she can shake his son, E. Pierce Vermont, where he is with the reality T. V.
star, who is currently filming a movie.
Marshall, in court.
Smith married the 89-year-old
Be sure to look for Vickie Lynn
Marshall at the tender age of 26, at Marshall v. E. Pierce Marshall, 04-1544,
which point she claims he promised her and other landmark cases in courts this
millions. E. Pierce Marshall, however, winter.
stands by his claim that Smith is not men Sources: Dallas Morning News, Associ
tioned in the will, and that the $6 mil ated Press, www.supremecourtus.gov,
lion in gifts she received during the mar Washington Post

OddlyENOUGH
Local:
R.I. delegation unsure of Miers
The R.I. congressional delegation
seems to have reservations about Presi
dent Bush’s nomination of White House
Counsel Harriet E. Miers to the Supreme
Court.
Miers will be filling the spot of retir
ing Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, who
often cast the crucial swing votes on the
court. Chaffee, as a supporter of abor
tion rights, wants Miers to clarify her
views on abortion, among other issues.
O’Connor being the key vote in the Roe
v. Wade decision, legalized abortion in
the United States.
Similarly, Reed hopes that the up
coming Judiciary Committee hearings
will shed more light on Miers’ qualifi
cations and where she stands on issues
critical to the United States and Rhode
Islanders, proving whether or not she
will be a prime candidate for a role so
crucial.

National:
Bush defends Miers pick
President Bush defended his nomi
nation of Harriet Miers for the vacant
Supreme Court seat stating she was, “the
best person I could find.” Bush also laid
claim that Miers’ judicial philosophy

would be the same in 20 years time. If
approved Miers would take the place of
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor who an
nounced her retirement this past May.
Factions in both political parties are
disappointed by the nomination, with
Democrats feeling Miers could swing the
court vote to the right and Republicans
believing she is not staunchly conserva
tive. Although she has never sat as judge,
Bush is confident in his decision, prom
ising, “Harriet Miers will bring dignity
to the bench.”
International:
Truck bombs detonated in Iraqi town
On Sept. 29, three pickup trucks
loaded with explosives were set off in
Balad, a town 50 miles north of Baghdad,
killing at least 62 people and wounding
many others. The first bomb exploded at
6:30 p.m., ambushing unknowing crowds
shopping at an open-air market. The sec
ond car bomb went off 10 minutes later,
just across the street. By 6:50 p.m., a third
bomb was detonated in a predominately
Shiite residential area igniting a series of
car bomb explosions detonated every ten
minutes
A majority of the victims were Shiite
civilians, in the worst attack since 150
Shiite civilians were killed in the area of

Baghdad merely two weeks ago.

Science and Technology:
Get your ticket to the ISS
U.S. businessman and scientist, 60year-old Gregoiy Olsen, has taken a Rus
sian Soyuz rocket to the International
Space Station paying an estimated £11
million ($19 million). The third person
to “vacation” to the ISS, Olsen’s 10 day
trip is not about taking a holiday. The
work put in preparing for the flight was
extensive, and the flight is more about
performing his self-designed experi
ments.
As chief executive of the New Jer
sey-based research firm Sensors Unlim
ited, Olsen will be testing some new
equipment for the company while in or
bit. Joining Olsen in his Soyuz capsule
was American Commander William
McArthur, and Russian Flight Engineer
Valery Tokarev, both of whom make up
the 12th International Space Station
crew. The two will be relieving Expedi
tion 11, Sergei Krikalev and John
Phillips, who have been in space since
last April and will return to Earth Oct.
11 with Olsen.

Grab a cold drink in the
coolest bar ever
Bar goers in London are in for a cold
treat starting this Saturday. The first-ever
ice bar is opening in London’s West End.
Absolut Icebar is a bar constructed en
tirely out of ice. Everything including
the interior of the bar, the glasses for
drinks, and the decorations, will be made
of ice.
The ice used for the bar is imported
from the Tome River in Sweden. Gradu
ally the ice will begin to melt, and in an
ticipation of this, the bar will be recon
structed every six months with a com
pletely new design. For the price of 12
pounds, about $22, a person can enter
the bar and receive a thermal cape and
thick gloves to keep warm in the nega
tive 23 degree fahrenheit temperature for
60 minutes.
Anette Eliasson, manager of market
ing communications for V&S Absolut
Spirits Vodka, the company opening the
bar, said, “it’s an experience rather than
a traditional bar. We feel we’re really
offering something different.”

Yahoo: Reuters
Sources: BBC, New York Times, Provi
dence Journal Bulletin

—Kim Krupa ’07
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American Let the fools teach us how not to act
scream
by

Kelly Jones ’07

Asst. Commentary Editor

by

Chris Ackley ’06

Commentary Editor

This Friday Oct 7 marks the 50th
Anniversary of the first public reading
of Allen Ginsberg’s epic poem Howl at
the Six Gallery in San Francisco. This
reading not only sounded the
NATION battle cry on the Beatgeneration, but came to define the
struggle for freedom and
creativity in an oppressive world. Its im
pact is still palpable today as thousands
across the country and around the world
will pay homage to one of the most sto
ried events in American letters.
The Six Gallery had previously been
an auto body shop so there was ample
space for the roughly 150 people present
that evening. Of the six poets who read,
Ginsberg is the most memorable. How
ever, names such as Gary Snyder, Phillip
Whalen, and Kenneth Rexroth also
shared their work. And Jack Kerouac
was somewhere in the pack. He was
probably the guy who walked around
collecting money for the communaljugs
of wine which everyone shared over the
course of the night.
Often the work of an artist will go
unappreciated in his own time. Van Goh
and The Velvet Underground both illus
trate this point. However, This was not
the case with Howl. From the first time
it was read audiences were captivated by
the raw emotion and ethereal language
which lasted consistently throughout the
lengthy poem. Some stood in awe, oth
ers cheered. Jack Kerouac just yelled
“Go!” As people filed out of the gallery,
there was an excited buzz in the air, remi
niscent of a rock concert rather than a
poetry reading. Immediately, people
knew they had just witnessed something
monumental.
Lawrence Ferlinghetti—owner of the
City Lights bookstore which would pub
lish Howl—sent Ginsberg a note with the
same message. Ralph Waldo Emerson
sent to Walt Whitman after first reading
Leaves ofGrass. The note read, “I greet
you at the beginning of a great career.”
Literature has always been a form of
protest and within its words lie great uni
fying power. Howl’s stark images of
drugs, sex, and madness were a disturb
ing slap in the face to the post-war con
sumer culture that thought these topics
had no place in American life. This fu
eled the beatniks, enabling them to keep
writing, questioning, smoking, driving,
dosing, and living the way they saw fit.
Although Howl was first printed in
England and 1,000 copies seemlessly
slipped through U.S. customs, the sec
ond printing of the poem was confiscated
and a lengthy censorship hearing was
held. Many supported Howl, and the
poem became a vehicle for the larger,
battle against censorship in our country.
In the end, the poem was deemed suit
able for publication and the decision set
a precedent for the publication of other
works such as Henry Miller’s Tropic of
Cancer and D.H. Lawrence’s Lady
Chatterly’s Lover.
Now—50 years later—we are still
reading Ginsberg’s prophetic work of
protest. With more than 1,000,000 cop
ies in print, Howl’s legacy will continue
to grow. If you have never read Howl I
reccommend you pick it up for “Ah, Carl,
while you are not safe, I am not safe and
you’re in the total animal soup of time.”
You won’t read that in Civ class.

Sources: wikipedia.com, citylights.com

When we are young, it is sometimes
easy to forget that a larger world exists
outside of our daily experience. We be
come caught up in our day-to-day lives
and in what our peers are
saying about us, ignor
DIVERSITY ing issues that do not
seem to effect us. This
forgetting is an act of bad faith, mean
ing that those who participate in it are
deceiving themselves in order to avoid
anxiety. In contrast, authentic human be
ings have a responsibility to recognize
both themselves and their extension into
the world.
An atrocious act of bad faith has been
committed in America these past few
months. The chaos of hurricanes Katrina
and Rita has devastated the lives of
roughly one million Americans, a popu
lation consisting of largely poor and non
white citizens. The Red Cross estimates
that it will need $2 billion for relief ef
forts—20 times the amount called for in
response to hurricanes in 2004. Every
day that has gone by since the warnings
about Hurricane Katrina in which the
country stood by and allowed the under
privileged to be ravished has been a day
lived in bad faith.
Racism has reared its ugly head again
in the United States, as evident in photo
graphs of the destruction and testimony
on talk radio in which poor, African
American hurricane victims were al
lowed to suffer. Herded into what would

become a tattered, feces-stained
Superdome and given false promises of
rescue, many of the victims with no
means of escape went days without food,
water or medical care. What
macrocosmic example is the United
States setting for a microcosm like Provi
dence College?

As an institution with a Dominican
heritage, and as students training in the
arts of Veritas (truth) and Caritas (char
ity), we cannot allow ourselves to be dis
illusioned by these examples of bad faith,
racism and ignorance of the needs of the
poor. During his formative years at uni
versity, St. Dominic was “held up to the
admiration of its scholars as all that a stu

dent should be.” He is known for selling
all of his textbooks in order to give alms
to charity. Later in life, St. Dominic came
to expect his order to bring truth to ev
ery culture in its own vernacular, regard
less of race or social status. As members
of a school founded by Dominicans, the
administration, faculty and students
should be led by this example rather than
the example of our nation.
Unfortunately, due to PC’s heavy re
liance on tuition and comparably small
endowment, it is virtually unfeasible to
accept talented, multi-cultural, multi-ra
cial students if they cannot afford this
education. Fortunately, we are entering
a new era, with the promise of strict ad
herence to the College’s Dominican mis
sion. If this goal is met, PC will emeige
as an institution transcending the failures
of the macrocosm.
Says Rev. Terence J. Keegan, O.P.,
S.T.D. in an article for Providence Maga
zine, “Dominicans have always been
comfortable with a diverse body of
people, a diversity of approaches. Provi
dence College, from its inception... has
always been open to people of any reli
gious background, of any ethnic back
ground.”
If PC can overcome the bad faith
plaguing our nation and recognize the
need for a diverse student body as cen
tral to our school’s heritage, we will be
well on our way to Veritas and Caritas.

Sources: redcross.com, PC Web site,
Catholic Encyclopedia Online Provi
dence Magazine

Shanley’s inauguration shows promise for PC
by

Michael Rubin ’08

Commentary Staff

It is a rare privilege to witness a turn
ing point in an institution’s history, and
even rarer to actually recognize it as a
turning point. Yet that is precisely the
privilege that was enjoyed
attended
the
CAMPUS privelage that was
enjoyed
inauguration of Rev. Brian
J. Shanley ’80 O.P., this
weekend. The entire event, from the of
ficial ceremony on Friday to the inaugu
ral Mass on Saturday, was pervaded by
Father Shanley’s clear plan for the fu
ture of Providence College.
Father Shanley opened his inaugural
address appropriately enough with a
story about St. Thomas Aquinas, who
reportedly received heavenly help on his
inaugural lecture as a Master at the Uni
versity of Paris. The inspired theme that
guided Aquinas’ address was that all edu
cation is a part of Providence, intended
to bring man closer to God. This purpose
is most fulfilled at a Catholic institution,
where theology, rather than being dis
carded as useless and irreconcilable with
science, is recognized as the proper sum
mit of human knowledge, both enrich
ing and being enriched by the other sci
ences. Therefore, said Father Shanley, it
is imperative that PC reaffirm its dedi
cation to the study and contemplation of
Truth as a whole.
This stem but inspirational theme was
elaborated on by Father Shanley in the
rest of his speech, as well as by others
throughout the weekend. Rev. J. Augus
tine DiNoia, O.P., who recently ap
pointed the undersecretary for the Con
gregation of the Doctrine of the Faith in
the Vatican, gave a speech at the Inaugu
ral Academic Convocation on Saturday
morning in which he argued that Provi

dence College’s Catholic and Dominican
identities are closely tied and that the
school must take active measures to safe
guard both.
Such clarity of thought on PC’s mis
sion is exactly what the school needs.
Although PC still offers an education
founded in faith, there is an undeniable
stagnation in the school’s intellectual at
mosphere that is being felt by faculty and
students alike. This shows itself in wide
spread student apathy, whose activity of
choice is getting drunk several nights a
week. What is most troubling, however,
is the feeling among students of confu
sion, even embarrassment, about the
place that Catholicism has at PC; many
want to limit the religion’s presence here
in the interest of attracting the increas
ingly secular 21 st-century student
The fact is, however, that PC’s iden
tity is united to that of Christ; the school
must cleave to Him, or lose itself. Keep
ing a Catholic identity will require more
than simply an unofficial understanding
among students and faculty that the
school is Catholic. As Father DiNoia
made clear, many formerly religious col
leges, such as Harvard or Brown, have
tried this, and ended up completely secu
lar. “Without the adoption of concrete
provisions, and relying solely on the
good will and sense of commitment of
Catholic educators and bishops, few of
the currently Catholic institutions of
higher learning in the United States are
likely to remain distinctively and recog
nizably Catholic.” I would say that most
Catholic colleges are already essentially
very expensive state schools, and PC,
though thankfully spared this fate right
now, is in danger of succumbing to it.
On the other hand, recommitting the
school to the Faith can only have an in
vigorating effect upon the intellectual

culture at PC. Rather than a collection
of disparate departments analyzing nar
rowly constricted areas of study, PC will
be a great, unified project, exploring all
things in the light of the faith; a true uni
versity, as Father Shanley described, by
seeking a universal understanding of
Truth. Non-Catholics will of course be
welcomed to join in this bold venture,
and viewpoints outside the Church will
be examined to help strengthen the
school’s understanding of its own prin
ciples.
Giving the Faith prominence will in
no way diminish or overwhelm the ob
jectives ofthe individual departments. As
Father DiNoia said, “to say that the triune
God is the ultimate end of human think
ing and striving is not to exclude other
interests and ends, but to order them to
the all-encompassing end of interpersonally shared communion.”
To support this intellectual undertak
ing, the school must adopt and enforce
policies that uphold Catholic morality
and support virtue in its students. After
all, the Way, the Truth, and the Life are
One; one cannot contemplate Truth if
one’s mind is clouded by not living it.
Obviously, rebuilding Catholic
thought and a Catholic way of life at PC
will drive away students, but they will
be replaced by active intellects and lov
ers of truth from all over the country, or
even the world. What is more, the school
will shine proudly as a beacon of Truth
over the rest of American academia,
something not possible if it tries to hide
that Truth out of shame.
It seems that God has sent PC a presi
dent with the prudence and fortitude to
effect such a transformation of PC. Let
us pray that Father Shanley has all the
help of Providence, and let us offer him
what help we can.
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Tangents and Tirades
This week’s tangents diverge from the typical
depressing rants and actually look on the
bright side of life. Don’t get used to it, but
enjoy them all the same.
Three speeds, one love With the possible exception of the gift of life, the greatest
gift I’ve ever received came to me late Saturday night. That’s right—a bicycle.
She’s lime green, with fenders and no back brakes, and her name is Genevieve. It is
now quarter of six on Monday night, and since that fateful Saturday, Genny and I
have been to the East Side twice, out to Smithfield and back, and to and from class
in Harkins Hall. At first, it is scary to ride a bike in traffic. It is also very difficult to
ascend any of the seven hills in Providence with only three speeds to choose from
and thighs like elongated marshmallows. However, the joy of going downhill and
the knowledge that I’m notspending any money on gas makes the work more than
worth it. It is a great way to get around; it takes only fifteen minutes to get over to
Thayer St.—assuming you are not trying to break any speed records. Next time you
are stuck in traffic, look for me. Genny and I will be flying past your sorry butt on
our way to somewhere fun—Kelly Jones ’07

Chem-is-try! Today I had my first science test since standard chemistry during
my senior year of high school. Although I was a grizzled upperclassman in a class
full of sophomores, I never quite grasped the more advanced concepts of the disci
pline (read: did any work). My exam average hovered somewherejust above freez
ing while lab work usually lead to excessive wafting. Luckily I was able to salvage
a C+ in the class due to a creative mole day mural and timely comments exploiting
foibles of less likable students. It just goes to show you that hard work and persis
tent effort will only take you so far in high school. Colored pencils and a quick wit
are what really bring in the grades—and subsequently—college acceptances
—Chris Ackley ’06

Morality for
safety’s sake
by

Michael Rubin ’08

Commentary Staff

Erin Rice’s article last week, which
questioned Providence College’s han
dling of its female students’ safety,
seemed to be based more on her dislike
of school policies founded in Catholic
morality than on any observation of an
actual problem at PC.
Erin provides no evidence that rape
even occurs at PC, but instead relies on a
20-year-old survey to infer a huge pres
ence of rape on campus. We never hear
about it—she said—because the admin
istration is covering it up by having the
girls get help from campus security rather
than someone outside the College. She
then inexplicably attacks parietals both
for ignoring women’s safety and for re
stricting their sexual freedom.
You cannot have it both ways. Women
need to be aware that when they enter

male dorms, no matter how innocent the
reason, they are putting themselves in
danger. In this sense, a woman’s safety
is intimately connected with her chas
tity. Unless Erin wants guards supervis
ing visits to male dorms, women must
take charge of their own fate.
PC has recognized the problem of
rape; hence the constant vigilance of
campus security and the stem sex talks
to incoming freshmen. As for covering
it up, to me it only seems charitable to
the victims of rape for the school to help
them quietly and privately, rather than
broadcasting what has happened to
them.
I agree that the school ignores sexual
activity on campus, but the answer to
that is more measures like parietals that
promote the chastity of both men and
women. As past generations have
known, traditional codes of conduct
among the sexes are a girl’s best friend.
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“Oh, I don’t really expect to lose my
status in the House of Representatives”

Letters to the Editor:
A closer look at Athens
The Sept. 22 issue of The Cowl fea
tured a well written article by Sarah
Vernon ’07 on recent violence in Ath
ens. I wanted to question the article’s
focus on history, glossing over the im
portance of the event and what was at
stake. First of all, Golden Dawn is less
of a political party and more of a terror
organization. The disturbance in Athens
last Saturday was not a peaceful politi
cal rally but a proto-military gathering.
Pictures from BBC news show Golden
Dawn members massed in columns
weaning helmets and carrying batons and
homemade shields; clearly, these guys
were not there just to talk. The group’s
activities in general lie well outside main
stream political activity. In 2000, the
group was responsible for desecrating a
synagogue in Thessaloniki, and in 2004,
they led race riots targeting ethnic Alba
nians visiting Greece for a soccer match
between the two national teams. In 1998,
Golden Dawn member Antonis
Androutsopoulos escaped from Greek
police after the attempted assassination
of leftist student leader Dimitris
Kousouris.
Their presence in Athens that day was
part of an extreme right-wing rally with

the neutral sounding moniker ‘Euro Fest
2005.’ This event was formally banned
by the Greek government, but they
proved unable to actually stop these vi
cious racists from meeting. In fact, po
lice officers were called in to protect
these banned demonstrators from pass
ersby who vehemently disagreed with the
anti-Semitic, anti-Muslim statements
being made. I understand that free
speech is important, but do we really
have a duty to defend people’s rights to
shout racist slogans, to make minorities
feel hated in their own homes? These
brave Greek anarchists obviously didn’t
think so. Of course a less violent solu
tion would have been preferred but, as I
pointed out earlier, the Golden Dawn
members (and the police officers protect
ing them) were there prepared for vio
lent conflict, and I find it very unlikely
that they would allow the hateful rally to
be interrupted peaceably. Despite the
unfortunate conclusion of the event, I for
one applaud the anarchists for standing
up in the face of hatred and refusing to
allow racists and fear-mongers to vio
lently control their streets.
Eric Anderson ’06

F.ggsclusive eateries
Vatican II declared that “we are the
people of God—that the clergy and laity
are alike.” And the good Dominican Fa
thers and wonderful O.R Sisters when I
was a student at St. Pius V School in the
1930s drilled into our heads that sharing
is a virtue.
Then why is it after eating fried eggs
(sunny side) for thousands of times at the
Alumni Cafeteria over a period of 40
years that its patrons can only order liq
uid eggs? I find these eggs not to be very
palatable. Powdered eggs in the U.S.
military are tastier and they are not very
agreeable. What do you think about liq-

uideggs? I really think they suck. Why
is it that Dominican Fathers at the St.
Thomas Aquinas priory are offered eggs
to order? I stand corrected if this is not
true.
I firmly believe that Providence Col
lege could express sharing and equality
to everyone by offering eggs to order at
all of its food venues. I am praying that
fried eggs will return to the Alumni Food
Court in the near future. Incidentally, the
Admiral Spa and Newport Creamery
serve eggs to order.
Russell P. Demoe ’73
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Ryan Burns’08
A&E Staff

J-Live
The Here After
Penalty

Since the mid 1990s, Brooklyn MC/
DJ/Producer J-Live has been blessing un
derground hip-hop fans with countless
classic songs such as “The Best Part,”
“Like This Anna,”
ALBUM
and “A Charmed
REVIEW
Life.” Any hip-hop
fan can appreciate
the talent and creativity that J-Live has
displayed throughout his career; he uses
a unique flow, slick metaphors, and solid
production. His knack for wordplay,
coupled with a knowledgeable and dedi
cated fan base, has led J-Live to be one
of the most respected emcees in the un
derground today. He has collaborated
with many artists including DJ Premier,
Wordsworth, and DJ Jazzy Jeff to name
a few.
Throughout his career, his taste for
beats and jazz/funk-inspired musical ar
rangements have created a perfect back
ground for him to express his views upon.
I’m thankful that on his latest CD, The
Hear After, his creative genius and con
ceptual tracks make the listener forget
about the uninspired beats on this album.
J-Live named the album The Hear After
because it is yvhat you “hear after” all of
the trials and tribulations that have
shaped his career. He touches on some
of those issues in “The Sidewalks,” a
vivid concept track where he tells people
to not take him lightly just because he
isn’t from the streets. Over a dark, omi
nous keyboard riff, J-Live comes out in
the open and says that he isn’t a thug,
but is true to himself, which is much more
important. He speaks on the current state
of hip-hop music and its negative image
saying, “We can’t all be pimps, players,
and gun clappers/it sounds sexy coming
out your stereo, right? /But then you
wonder why we still getting stereotyped.”
As he has done throughout his career, JLive’s conceptual tracks have distin
guished him from his peers in hip-hop.
“The Sidewalks” comes at a very im
portant time in the album, as the CD starts
off at a rather slow pace. Although the
intro track, “Here,” featuring funk band
Soulive, is a great song, the next few
tracks leave the listener wanting more
from an artist of J-Live’s caliber. The
second track on the album, “Aww Yeah,”
features up-and-coming producer
Oddisee, but a weak chorus sabotages the
song. Two tracks later, the awkward “Do
My Thing” made me wonder if this was
the same artist who crafted such master
pieces earlier in his career. The track,
featuring the group Cvees, is probably
the worst on the album. The beat sounds
uninspired and poorly produced. Aside
from that, Cvees come across like your
ordinary street rappers, with nothing ex
traordinary about their verses. “Do My
Thing” couldn’t have ended any sooner
for me. 1 began to ask myself, “What hapJ-LIVE/Page 14

Passion! Intensity! Rage!
All the best movie
emotions!'. Viggo
Mortensen and Maria
Bello (above) star in the
David Cronenberg’s A
History of Violence.
Rounding out the cast
are Ashton Holmes and
William Hurt (far right).
NEWLINE

by

Owen Larkin ’07
A&E Staff

I have lost all faith in movie previews.
Especially the short ones you see during
primetime T.V. that are almost as accu
rate as commercials for cheap beer. No,
I am not going to end
MOVIE
up at the beach, and
REVIEW
no, people in the
Northeast are not
nearly that enthusiastic. If you know
someone who is, chances are they did not
grow up here, or drank somethinga little
more potent that Coors Light. Well, this
sort of misrepresentation rings true for
the previews for A History of Violence.
I expected to see a plot-oriented action
blockbuster, and was surprised to find
something far different. I was surprised
to find something far, far better.
A History of Violence takes place, for
the most part, in a small podunk town in
Indiana. This is the kind of place where
everyone knows the sheriff who is
slightly overweight, incredibly polite,
and says things like “we take care of our
own here.” I don’t know if the high
school has a football team, but I guaran
tee you that if it does, it is taken way too
seriously by old men who spend their
days sitting on the porch with a shotgun
and a bottle of whiskey. Anyway, the film
follows Tom Stall (Viggo Mortensen),
the mild mannered owner of the town
diner.

From the beginning of the movie,
Tom is shown to be a loving father and a
faithful husband. He has a peaceful life
until two thugs come into his diner, ap
parently to rob and murder everyone in
side. Once things begin to get out of
control, Tom jumps into action and bru
tally neutralizes the two men. He moves
with such haste and viciousness that it is
clear he has a side to himself his family
has never seen.
All of a sudden Tom is a hero, and his
face appears on the news across the coun
try. He is soon visited by the scarred and
ruthless looking Carl Fogarty (Ed Har
ris), who accuses Tom of being a gang
ster from Philadelphia. Needless to say,
there is more to Tom Stall than one pre
viously thought, though to go farther into
the specifics would take away some of
the intrigue of this film.
A History of Violence is the in
tense and realistic character study of a
man, his family, and the dueling parts of
humanity. Although Tom is by no means
faking his outward kindness and calm
temperament, it is clear that much more
lurks beneath the surface. There is not,
however, some all encompassing answer
to this issue, as nothing in this movie
wraps up into a nice little box. That is
not to say that the film is inconsistent or
poorly done, but just the opposite. It
offers you a realistically portrayed sce
nario, and allows one to make their own
conclusions.
j

The movie is not packed with action,
but the battle scenes are some of the most
violent 1 have ever seen. Generally,
movie fights are drawn out and impos
sible. There is either a lack of blood or
so much that it becomes comical. This
is not the case in A History of Violence.
The fights are quick and vicious, and so
well done that it is almost frightening.
Quite simply, if you are squeamish or
fragile, prepare to cover your eyes once
or twice.
Excluding the fight scenes, this movie
is still one of the most violent I have ever
seen. The sex scenes are so appropri
ately fierce that marriage looks fun again
(aside from a certain hygiene issue that
one cannot overlook). There is even a
certain amount of violence to the dia
logue, as the emotions between Tom and
his wife Edie (Maria Bello) are properly
overwhelming. In the end, this movie is
as much about Tom’s marriage and fam
ily life as is it about the dark secret of
his past. Like every other aspect of the
film, the love story in A History of Vio
lence is down to earth and sensible. The
movie works at a perfect pace, and shows
the consequences and repercussions
stemming from one event. In an age
where most films move too quickly and
give too much information, A History of
Violence is masterfully done, and direc
tor David Cronenberg is deserving of any
accolade handed to him, and more.
GRADE: A
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Picks Atmospheric pressure
From the underground to the mainstream,
of the Atmosphere
avoided the hype and has only gotten better
Week
by

by AANNA KuKOWSKI ’06

&

A&E Staff

Movie

Scott Geer ’06
A&E Staff

Atmosphere
You Can’t Imagine How Much Fun We ’re
Having
Rhymesayers

So by this point, if you listen to rap
you’ve probably heard of Atmosphere.
The rapper from Minneapolis, also known
as Slug, has earned a reputation over the
last decade as one of
the underground’s
ALBUM
Starsky and Hutch
most addictive rap
REVIEW
Directed by Todd Phillips
pers. With his intel
ligent, witty, and provocative lyrics, he
Revisit the 1970s with the 2004
and his crew the Rhyme Sayers, have trav
sure fire Ben Stiller and Owen
eled across the rotten fruited plain and be
Wilson duo. I remember seeing
yond, blessing ears with a contagious style
this film for the first time in the the of rap.
aters and laughing the whole time.
The unique sound of Atmosphere has
Add in sleazy drug dealing Vince
become somewhat of a marvel as it has
Vaughn, Snoop Dog. a classic
attracted many who often say, “I don’t like
soundtrack and a few funny
rap, but 1 listen to Atmosphere.” Bridg
scenes, and you have yourself a
ing genre gaps in music, Atmosphere has
good distraction from midterms.
developed a cult following as a hip-hop
“And with all this romantic
side show that continues to experiment
atmosphere...": Atmosphere
with innovative content. From his earli
and his word-of-mouth success
est creations, Atmosphere built his name
defines Minnesota hip-hop.
up through self-promotion on the indepen
dent artist circuit. Pushing his earliest
recordings on mix tapes (yes, cassettes) outlasts on “Musical Chairs.” The swag
his smooth vagabond flow has proved its ger ofthe chorus boasts, “You don’t want
longevity as he released his fifth album to bite?/ Well you don’t have a choice./
on Oct. 4th entitled, You Can’t Imagine Stand up alive because the music hasn’t
How Much Fun We’re Having. He and died yet.” Musically, Ant provides his
the Rhyme Sayers will be in Providence trademark piano based production, which
Wednesday, Oct. 12th to perform this al is frequent on a number of the tracks. As
in “Say Hey There,” Slug raps convinc
bum live.
Van Morrison
His most recent previous releases were ingly over fast driving, somber piano
Moondance
Seven’s Travels in 2003 and the re-release keys, and funky organ samples. His vent
Warner Brothers
of HeadShots: Se7en, which was origi ing lyrics talk about his inability as a rap
nally released on cassette in 1999. Both per to have a stable relationship. On
•All the leaves on the trees are fall
of these helped permanently carve “Pour Me Another,” Slug raps about us
ing to the sounds of the breezes
Atmosphere’s niche in hip-hop, as they ing alcohol to forget and ironically, to
that blow/And I'm trying to please
proved to be underground best sellers. remember certain pieces of his life.
to the calling of your heart strings
You Can’t Imagine How Much Fun We’re
Moving from melancholy to moti
that play soft and low It’s Octo
Having provides Slug and producer Ant vated, “Hockey Hair” sounds like Atmo
ber and it's the perfect time of year
with a chance to step back and recollect sphere traveled to Shaolin to team up
to
play
Van
Morrison’s
upon their experiences over the last eight with the Rza, as the beat seems like it
Moondance over and over... not years as hard-working independent musi should have members of the Wu Tang
that I've ever done that. Delight
cians.
Clan rapping side by side with Slug.
in hearing title track "Moondance,
If you haven’t heard of Slug, it be Even the format has Wu written all over
but listen closely for indisputable
comes apparent that he is rap’s equiva it. With no chorus, just one extended
instant classics such as And it
lent to Shaft. He has an ability to flow verse of complicated rhymes about
Stoned Me” and “Into the Mystic.'
with the bravado of James Bond and phi- Slug’s daily grind, he spits, “Smarter than
lander with a delivery as smooth as Marvin solutions to the rubix cube./ Took it apart
Gaye, with tracks such as “Modem Man’s and then pulled out a tube of super glue./
Hustle” and “Reflections,” both of which Electric bugaloo./ Instead of trying to
are on earlier albums.
look at you./1 stay in my house./ Sit on
This recent album starts off with the the couch./ And read a book or two./
fittingly named track, “The Arrival,” in Maybe then./ This space alien./ Can un
which Slug and Ant claim that their tal- cover ways to coexist with other
ents have arrived and are here to stay. The homosapiens.”
beat for this is hardcore, a flurry of electrie guitars samples and hard-pounding
drums amplify Slug’s chorus into a war
cry chant, as he boasts, “They Arrived!”
“Panic Attack” follows with cleverly
crafted drum breaks driven by a tension
of traffic samples that sounds like it could
The Lion, the Witch, and the
be used in a Bourne Identity car chase
Wardrobe
scene. As Slug raps, each passing lyric
by C. S. Lewis
builds in intensity, pushing you closer to
the edge of your seat. His rhymes speak
Delve into Narnia, where wooden
about society’s self-esteem problems and
wardrobes, evil Snow Queens,
the all-too-common use of pills and anti
mystical animals, and curious chil
depressants.
dren explore a secret land. This
“Watch Out,” the twelve inch single off
C S. Lewis masterpiece is a must
the album, deals with the competition Atread, young or old. Look for the i mosphere has dealt with over the years on
upcoming movie in December but
his journey into rap’s upper echelon.
do yourself a favor and read this
Having to deal with feeble emcees and the
classic first It's short, its easy,
threat they pose, Slug demands, “Turn you
I mic off and turn the lights off./ Whoever
and well, it s a must-read.
I put you’re record out must’ve needed
I writeoffs./Who do you blame when your
I game’s in a tight spot./ Slug.. .catch me in
I the a’s of you i-Pod./”
Competition is a constant in the game.
I Atmosphere shows the reasons why he

Music

Book

Speaking of smart, “Smart Went
Crazy” is arguably the best cut off the
album. The AA side on the single, it’s a
cleverly designed track that incorpo
rates some of Slug’s best similes and
metaphors the album has to offer, all
atop stinging guitar samples.
If you’re looking for the creative
track of the album, “Get Fly” portrays
Atmosphere’s versatility. With soulful
samples of R&B singers and a beat that
sounds like it was inspired by gospel
choirs, Slug attempts to move toward a
feeling of spiritual healing as he dwells
on rapping. Continuing on with his
softer side, on the last track of the al
bum “Little Man,” Slug apologizes to
his son for missed time while pursuing
his career.
The layout of the album is a roller
coaster ride of emotions. Each track
provides some insight into the life of a
struggling artist slowly reaching star
dom. Everything isn’t all good. Times
can be hard living the life of a musi
cian, hard enough that you start to ques
tion whether or not it’s worth it. It’s hard
to tell, but one thing that’s for sure is
this album, and the life you can vicari
ously lead through Slug, is definitely
worth imagining.
GRADE: B+
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A&E Profiles
Mike
McNamara ’08
(left) plays the
saxophone in the
Smith Center for
the Arts

PHOTO COURTESY OF MIKE MCNAMARA ’08

by

Stephanie A. Smith ’06
A&E Editor

like so far?: I’ve enjoyed it here. We
have a smaller music department and so
you get more attention from the profes
sors and you can do more groups [than
you could at a bigger school].

music department?: Just go to the
department and talk to the professors.
They are very accomodating. And 1
would also say to get involved with what
ever type of music that you like.

How did you start getting involved in
music?: I started playing the saxophone
in fourth grade and after that I just played
in the school band. That continued in
high school and then I got involved with
jazz and thought about doing music for
a major.

What’s your favorite activity that you
participate in?: Um. . .probably saxo
phone quartet. We were in a competition
last year and did very well. And 1 played
with the Woodleys a lot last year [as a
freshman]; that was great.

Where do you see yourself in 10
years?: I will be a music teacher and
writing music for Disney movies.

What has your musical experience (as
a music education major) at PC been

What advice would you give a fresh
man who wanted to get started in the

Phil Collins’s album.

Favorite Book: Angels and Demons by
Dan Brown

Name: Mike McNamara ’08
Major/Minor: Music education major

Activities: Saxophone player in concert
band; concert chorale; two jazz combos;
jazz band

Favorite movie: Season 1 of Fraggle
Rock and Remember the Titans

Favorite Album: A Hot Night in Paris,

What is your favorite quote/personal
mantra?: Eveything in life is a learning
experience.
Contact us at cowlaande@yahoo.com

It’s a guilty pleasure, but a pleasure nonetheless
by

Katie Levine ’07
A&E Staff

Imagine an island surrounded by blue,
crystal clear waters dotted with tropical
fish and inhabited by perfectly tanned
Paul Walkers and Jessica Albas. Now
add a little buried
MOVIE
treasure, a gang of
REVIEW
angry drug lords,
and you have a le
gitimate movie.
In Into the Blue, Paul Walker plays
Jared, a young scuba instructor living in
the Bahamas with his girlfriend Sam (Jes
sica Alba). The two are so in love that in
one scene, Walker can’t even keep his
hands off her for long enough to stop his
car from veering off the road. But when
Jared’s brother Bryce (Scott Caan) brings
his current fling, Amanda (Ashley Scott),
down to visit, everything changes.
A little too conveniently, Bryce has
the use of a gorgeous house, boat, and
jet skis thanks to a client who had noth
ing else with which to pay his bill. Put
ting the boat to good use, the foursome
go out diving and discover the wreckage
of the fabled Zephyr, a legendary pirate
ship whose remains are rumored to hold
millions of dollars worth of treasure.
Unfortunately for them, the remains of a
plane holding millions of dollars worth
of cocaine is resting under the ocean right
next to the treasure.
Jared shares the tale of the pirate’s
ship with the group: the captain of the
Zephyr purposely sank it and gave up
millions so he could secretly run away

MGM

There is only one reason why people will see this movie ... its amazing
cinematography: Paul Walker and Jessica Alba star in the deliciously
predictable Into the Blue.

with his lover, and the ship now lays bur
ied under the sand waiting to be found
by any diver lucky enough to stumble
upon it. The four treasure hunters agree
to keep the cocaine a secret from the
authorities and leave it alone until they
can dig up enough from the shipwreck
to lay a legal claim to the site. But like
cartoon characters with dollar bill signs
in their eyes, greed gets the best of them,
and they get mixed up with the drug lord
responsible for the cocaine they found.
These beach bums turned adventur
ers are too clever to be realistic, and al

The Providence College Poetry & Fiction Series

sponsored by the

Department ofEnglish
invites you to an

Open Poetry/Fiction Reading
to benefit the victims ofHurricane Katrina
on October 20, 2005,
Feinstein Function Room, 7:30 p.ir.
Students are asked to read one of their own verse poems, prose, >oems, or short
excerpts offiction. Students must sign up to read in the Englisa Department,

Library 110 or contact jmassola),providence.edu. The first twenty students who
sign up will read; if there is time, others willfollow. The Creative Writing

Faculty of the English Department will also participate. Donations will be
taken at the door. We look forward to your active participation!

Refreshments will be served.

though the plot is entertaining, it is cliche.
The formula for this movie is as wellknown as the Pythagorean Theorem.
Jared has an angel on one shoulder and
a devil on the other. Sam is the angel,
retelling the pirate’s legend in one ear—
whispering, “He gave up his gold for a
girl,” and reminding him that there are
more important things than money. But
Jared’s greedy brother Bryce is on his
other shoulder encouraging him to go for
the money. It is a typical battle between
right and wrong. The past repeats itself,
and like the pirate from the Zephyr, Jared

is forced to choose between love and
treasure. What a dilemma.
Into the Blue includes all the typical
elements of the action-adventure movie:
the greasy-haired villain; shots of a half
dressed heroine strutting her stuff; out
rageous action scenes; and close-ups of
the hero’s eyes as he struggles with a cri
sis you could guess the outcome of be
fore the movie even started. But as out
landish as some parts of this movie were,
1 have to confess that I half wished 1 was
out there in the Bahamas with them—
tanning on the boat, diving with sharks,
and discovering a treasure worth mil
lions. It was fun just watching them have
such a good time.
Jessica Alba could make any guy
drool and Paul Walker is every girl’s
dream. But that is all they really have
going for them in this movie. It is al
most as if director John Stockwell knew
that their only attributes were their phy
siques. There are more scenes that show
off their flawlessly toned bodies swim
ming through the water than ones that
attempt to show off the little acting abil
ity they have. At least Stockwell knows
what he has to work with and makes the
best of it.
The underwater action scenes are dif
ferent enough to make this movie worth
while. The amazing jet ski tricks and
tense scuba diving scenes had me hold
ing my breath. Into the Blue manages to
stay afloat. . . with a little help from
Alba’s and Walker’s physiques.
GRADE: B
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Cinematic serendipity
This is what happens when you miss your real
assignment, and instead discover the film soul ofPC
by

James McGehee ’08
Asst. A&E Editor

It was Saturday that I resolved to win
the Pulitzer Prize for journalism. It was
Saturday that I missed the RIPTA bus by
two seconds. I stood in its wake of die
sel fumes and conMOVIE
templated my failPOLL
ure. I was supposed
to review a show
downtown. I tried, unsuccessfully, to find
an alternate means of transportation. By
the time the word “taxi” entered my mind
it was past the show’s starting time. And
I had dared to think about a Pulitzer.
I returned to my apartment “all up in
a sweat,” as Huck Finn would say. What
could I do to make up for my failure?
Then I came up with and carried through
the most absurd idea I ever had. And this
is coming from a guy who convinced his
friend to kayak with him on a river known
for its deadly current. I still regret not
having tipped the two men who saved our
lives; it’s just the current swept away my
bathing suit which had my wallet in it.
Anyway, the idea: I was going to dis
cover Providence College’s favorite
movie, or at least the campus’s general
taste in movies, on that night through a
poll. I conducted this poll in typical jour
nalistic fashion—alone and without cred
ibility. As people headed out for the night
I accosted them: “Hey, dude, what’s your
favorite movie of all-time?” I had plenty
of strange looks thrown at me, but ev
eryone was willing to answer, with the
exception of one girl who gave me the
dirtiest look imaginable and strutted
away. I polled almost 300 students, 289

exactly (although it felt like thousands).
Three thousand seven hundred students
attend Providence College—I polled
7.8% of the students. I estimate the gen
der split around 50/50. How accurate is
this poll? I’m not sure; you decide.
Anyway, here are PC’s 10 favorite
movies: 10. The Shawshank Redemp
tion—6 votes; 9. Anchorman—7 votes;
8. Old School—7 votes; 7. Dirty Danc
ing—7 votes; 6. Pulp Fiction—7 votes;
5. The Godfather—7 votes; 4. Wedding
Crashers—8 votes; 3. Scarface—10
votes; 2. Boondock Saints—10 votes.
The winner, with 11 votes, was Good
Will Hunting, the story of a janitor (Matt
Damon) who is discovered to be a math
ematical genius. Why is Good Will Hunt
ing the favorite? “The dialogue,” says
Caleb Morgan ’06.
More than any movie, Good Will
Hunting overcomes the gender barrier.
Only one of the 20 votes between
Scarface and Boondock Saints came
from a female. Females also seem to have
a wider variety of favorite movies. If a
guy did not answer with one of the top
10, he usually said Goodfellas,
Braveheart, Fight Club, or Gladiator.
The key trend seen with females was their
love of “Frat Pack” comedies. Almost all
of the votes for Old School and Anchor
man were from females. The leader
among black and white classics was
1946’s It’s a Wonderful Life with three
votes.
Furthermore, there were some sur
prises. No one said college students’
usual favorite pseudo-intellectual com
edy, Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless
Mind. The only vote for Pirates of the

A look into James McGehee s mind (above)

Caribbean came from a guy (where’s the
Johnny Depp love, ladies?). And Napo
leon Dynamite received only two men
tions despite 284 members in the pro
Napoleon Facebook group.
From Slavin to Aquinas to the lower
campus gate to Oakland Avenue, the
night would have been a waste if I did
not provoke more than just movie titles
for answers. I wanted to discover what
film means to college students.
“For me, it’s an escape,” said Maggie
Hughes ’09. Chris Berard ’07 sees film
as the significant art form of the 21st
century and said people do not treat it
with the seriousness it deserves. “In cen
turies to come, film will be studied on
the same level as literature and poetry.”
At 3:00 a.m. last Sunday, Matt We

ber ’06 handed me number 289, and I
compiled the results in his company. Put
ting specific titles and trends aside for a
moment, there are two conclusions that
merit some thought. Twelve movies ac
count for 33% of the votes. Twenty one
movies account for nearly 50% of the
votes. Providence College has an awfully
narrow taste in movies, especially when
you consider students in groups tried to
avoid repeating their friend’s answer.
Second, there was almost a complete ab
sence of movies by true artists and en
tertainers such as Hitchcock, Kubrick,
and Spielberg.
And if you stand among the 289 I ap
proached and polled last Saturday night,
I thank you for responding. It must have
seemed a bit weird.

J-Live: Creativity reigns supreme over uninspired production
continued from page 11
pened to J-Live?”
Luckily, there is a string of the con
ceptually strong tracks that have made
J-Live so popular. Along with the afore
mentioned “Sidewalks,” “Audio Visual”
and “Listening” are classic, can’t miss
tracks. The best song in this group how
ever is “Brooklyn Public Part 1,” a com
mentary about the public school system
in Brooklyn where J-Live actually taught
English ciasses. The track starts off with
a melodic piano groove, but as the song
builds steam, the piano grows more omi

nous and takes a serious tone. Deliver
ing lines like, “One class, 31 students,
32 chairs, 25 desks/I guess they gotta
share/19 textbooks and most are miss
ing pages/Junior High three grades, but
six different ages,” J-Live is clearly in
touch with the modem problems that
children face when they go to school in
a less-than-stellar school system. It is
refreshing to see a hip-hop artist take a
stand on a real issue, rather than taking
it out on who they have “beef’ with.
J-Live also discusses the state of the
world today with the track, “Weather the

Storm,” using the metaphor of the rain
to represent the struggle in America. As
expected, J-Live doesn’t have many nice
things to say about the president or his
politics. Lines like, “From Afghan to
Iraq, what’s next? Iran?/ It’s like we play
ing cowboy on the next man’s land,” let
everyone know that he has no respect for
our foreign policy. While anti-Bush sen
timent is hardly uncommon, J-Live does
not come across as preachy. In today’s
world, where an entertainer’s opinion
seems to hold more weight than yours or
mine, J-Live’s commentary stands head

and shoulders over many rappers’ at
tempts at a political track (i.e. Eminem
and Jadakiss).
The album fittingly ends with “After,”
a track explaining to the listener that his
music will live on after all is said and
done. At 13 tracks, The Hear After is a
good album from an emcee who has built
a career on consistency and intelligence.
Although the production on some of the
tracks is lackluster, J-Live’s social com
mentary and creativity should not be
overlooked by any hip-hop fan.
GRADE: B

The Providence College Department of Theatre. Dance. & Film

Announces a Call for Student Produced Films

STUDENT VIDEO SLAM
An Open Festival of Works in All Genres by Student Filmmakers

*Entries MUST be submitted in DVD format only by October 14th to
the TDF Department Production Office (Room G65 in the Smith Center)
and MUST be accompanied by an entry form.

’Entries MUST be directed by cunent undergraduate or graduate
students!

’Screening: Wednesday, November 16th at 9PM in the Ryan Concert
For complete information and entry forms, go to
http://www.providence.edu/theatre/0506season.htm
Questions? Contact Fr. Ken Gumbert. O P. at x. 2424

Now that Katie and Tom are
expecting, they will be spending
many quiet evenings at home and
getting their news from
www.TheCowl.com
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The Death Cab stays alive
Its all about selling good pop records for Seth
Cohen s increasingly popular favorite band
by

Joe McCormack ’07
A&E Staff

Death Cab for Cutie
Plans
Atlantic Records
Death Cab for Cutie wants to sell a
lot of copies of their latest album, Plans,
and will do so. I don’t say this because
the songs hover around three-and-a-half
minutes, or because
ALBUM
they feature tightly
REVIEW
constructed melo
dies. And I don’t say
this because the catchy lyrics strive to
drive at universal sentiments, or even
because the production borders on pop
flavoring at times, though all those ele
ments are present. The album’s acces
sible character is not an artificial attempt
to appeal to the mainstream, but follows
the progression towards smoothly pol
ished pop-rock the band has taken since
the release of The Photo Album in 2001.
The concrete evidence that Death Cab
wants to sell more records, however, is
simple. In 2004, they left their indepen
dent label, Barsuk, and signed with At
lantic Records, one of America’s major
record labels.
Death Cab outgrew Barsuk Records
after their fifth full-length album,
Transatlanticism, exploded in 2004,
aided by appearances on the hit T.V. se
ries, The O.C., and the success of singer/
songwriter Ben Gibbard’s side project,
The Postal Service. Every song on
Transatlanticism breathes with melody
and mood, intelligence, and innovation.
Though The O.C. introduced mainstream
America to Death Cab for Cutie, songs
like “Title and Registration” sucked them
in. All ears turned toward Seattle for the
first time in 10 years, awaiting the next
record’s first note. Perhaps it would be
too much to expect Plans to live up to
its predecessor. Accordingly, it does not
quite, but is still an engaging album in
its own right.
Plans opens with an organ that sounds
like it gets more use at Catholic funerals
than rock shows. Gibbard’s voice is the
next sound heard: clear, articulate, only
slightly strained. In the opener, “March
ing Bands of Manhattan,” Gibbard’s lyr
ics lack the concentrated and consistent
imagery of previous albums, leaving it
to his melody and cadence to drive the
song. This trend follows throughout
much of the album, but often the melo
dies are so crisp that it is easy to forgive.
In the case of “Marching Bands of Man
hattan,” however, it is not. The lyrics
are boring, and the music matches, build
ing without a release. Besides the lyrics
which don’t quite live up to Gibbard’s
very high standards, this harmlessness is
the albums only other shortcoming.

ATLANTIC

They’ve got big Plans for themselves'. Death Cab
for Cutie rose from obscurity thanks to a few
plugs on The O.C., and are now considered by
some to be part of the mainstrem. Their newest
album, Plans, is a slightly inferior follow-up to
their widely popular and masterful
Transatlanticism.
Though there are notable exceptions,
Plans often feels reserved and abashed,
like a softball player concerned about her
makeup.
The first single, “Soul Meets Body,”
follows the monotony of “Manhattan”
with intensity and focus. Assertive
drums and guitarist/keyboardist Chris
Walla’s vocal harmonies drive its verse,
while scratching acoustic guitar and
chiming keyboards animate its chorus.
It is quite easy to forgive Gibbard for
the vaguely cliche lyrics, “So brown eyes
I hold you near/Cause you’re the only
song I want to hear/A melody softly soar
ing through my atmosphere.”
“Crooked Teeth” and “Your Heart is
an Empty Room” follow the groove of
“Soul Meets Body” in the territory of
subtle, upbeat, mid-tempo rock. The
former is a good song stricken with a ter
rible chorus. “Your Heart is an Empty
Room,” however, captures the unassum
ing power Death Cab has conjured over
the years. The melody floats effortlessly
over driving guitars and soft-hit dance

hall drums. Walla’s guitar works the
songs tension with an engaging, delaydrenched lead as it navigates through the
soft and the loud without losing its dy
namic. “Your Heart” is one of the few
Death Cab songs (another example be
ing Transatlanticism's title track) that
have a full, satisfying climax, building
to the point where Walla’s harmonies fill
the empty spaces in the final chorus.
“Your Heart is an Empty Room” is
the third in a trio of great songs that make
up the heart of Plans. In these three
songs at the album’s core Gibbard’s
voice cries with fragility and power, his
lyrics speak to the soul’s eyes, and their
melodies soar without blemish. “Dif
ferent Names for the Same Thing” be
gins as a gospel hymn for a displaced
traveler: lonely, aimless and hypnotized.
Grand piano plucks out steady chords
as Gibbard’s fragile voice, distorted and
claustrophobic, climbs around them.
Halfway through, however, it suddenly
becomes a Postal Service song, bounc
ing with rhythmic bass and aggressive

drums, overlaid vocals confusing one
another while synth leads hum and chirp.
Directly following and diametrically
opposed to of “Different Names” is “1
Will Follow You Into the Dark.” This
is the best song on the album. A touch
ing masterpiece of acoustic folk, the
song features Gibbard serenading his
beloved with a wide-eyed portrait of her
mortality, assuring her that “it’s nothing
to cry about.” The clear production con
trasts the rest of the album beautifully,
placing Gibbard’s delicate vocals and
loose delivery at the album’s center.
There have been bands with stupider
names than Death Cab for Cutie that
have garnered mainstream success (see:
3 Doors Down). There have been a lot
of bands that have deserved it less than
Death Cab for Cutie (see: 3 Doors
Down). Plans is not the perfect album
that Transatlanticism is. It is, however,
an album that reminds us that pop mu
sic can be good enough to extend past a
big label’s earnings sheet.
GRADE: B+

“I am no longer afraid of becoming lost, because the,journey back always

reveals sometfiiny new,
and that is ultimatelyjrcccf/er tfie artistC
~ Billy Joel
Feeling inspired? Be a music writer for The Cowl. It will change your life. Applications are available in Slavin GO5.
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The importance of first impressions
by

Craig Malesra ’08
Portfolio Staff

Have you ever been unfortunate
enough to have someone peer into your
soul? I have. It isn’t fun, my friend. It
happened when I least expected it to. I
was sitting—quite anxSHORT
iously, in fact—in my
STORY
tight little seat in row 33
of Southwest Airlines
Flight 232 to Philadelphia. All 1 wanted
was some brotherly love. What I got was
entirely different.
I closed my eyes; they started to sting
once my eyelids draped themselves over
my eyeballs. 1 needed sleep after my
frenzied week. I blinked twice, and saw
someone leaning over me, looking di
rectly into my face. Of course, I jumped.
“Wha—what are you doing?” I de
manded of this portly woman, who still
had not moved. My nose was nearly two
inches from hers. Her breath stunk of
coffee and halitosis, a combination I have
never particularly admired.
She smiled, but didn’t move an inch.
Her southern drawl was thick and annoy
ing. “Sorry, suh. I wus jus’ trynah get
muhself into this here seat.” Good luck,
fatty, I thought. I made a move to stand
up, and she took a step back. Directly
into the flight attendant.
I don’t think I have ever seen a hu
man being fall down that quickly before.
Or since, for that matter. The portly
woman became alarmed at the sound of
someone smacking the floor behind her,
and took a quick step backward, directly
onto the poor girl’s chest.
“Oops, deah me!” She offered no
solace to her innocent victim. But I had
gone to the circus as a kid, and I never
expected an elephant to apologize for
crushing its handler.
That southern belle pushed her way
past me, her repugnantly-yellow sun
dress stretched out over her midsection
to the point that she actually resembled
something like the sun itself. She col
lapsed into the window-seat of my aisle.
1 reached down and grabbed the hand
of the exasperated flight attendant. The

CAITLIN BROWN ’06/The Cowl

poor girl got to her feet and scampered
off down the middle aisle like Troy
Aikman after his 3,000th career concus
sion. I reluctantly sat back down in my
chair. Letting out a sigh, I turned unwit
tingly to my left. She was looking at me
again. Or still. Depends how you look
at it. Either way, I just grimaced and si
lently wished this plane would take off.
A full minute went by. She was still
staring at me. People had always told
me my jaw line was sharp and nicely
squared off. I had always considered it
my best attribute. Now, considering the
way Miss Virginia was looking at me, I
wondered if it didn’t resemble the bone
on a T-Bone steak. I bravely turned to
meet her gaze.
“Is there something 1 can do for you?”
1 asked as nicely as I could.
She sort ofjust smiled at me. By that
I mean her cheeks seemed to rise. She
licked her lips. I shivered.
“Naw. I’m jus’ trying tuh figure out
whetha oh not you from this country.”
Now 1 was beyond disgusted. I was

crossing the border to being incensed.
“Are you kidding me? I was bom in
Boston, grew up in Nantucket, and now
live in Maine. Where the hell are you
from?” Now I was mad. But I didn’t
much feel like being kicked off of the
flight, so 1 sort ofjust sat there and glared
at her.
“Baby, I’m from Alabayma. That
Italy shirt you wearin’, made me think
you wus from there.” That was it. No
other qualification. As if being from
Alabama was the be-all and end-all, the
alpha and the omega, the yin to my yang.
I looked over at the emergency exit door
and wondered how many of my fellow
passengers I would need to push her out,
when I felt a hand on my knee.
Oh, my God. I wanted to cattle-prod
her into oblivion at that exact moment.
“Please,” she said, tilting her head to
the left and raising her fake eyebrows be
seechingly. “I’m sorry if ah annoyed you.
I’ll be quiet now.” She removed her
hand, and I felt like a total jerk. Just then
the plane started to rumble underneath

us. Soon we were off the ground, and I
lazily allowed my selfto slip into a sopo
rific sleep.
I awoke some time later. Thankfully,
she was not looking at me. Her head was
turned to her left. Apparently she was
saying hello to her fellow clouds. (She
was definitely a cumulonimbus.) I still
felt like a lowlife for my intolerance, but
I doubt Gandhi could have even liked this
woman.
“Oh, you’re up? I had to ask you
somethin’, hun.” My head turned to face
her. My stomach began to turn as well.
I didn’t expect much of a mind-boggler
here. Boy, was I wrong. “Why do you
feel so incomplete?”
I had no idea what to say in response.
What was she talking about? Incom
plete? I had everything in order. My
star was rising at the office, I had just
finished paying off my student loans, I
had met a few nice girls in the past few
days while I was on that business trip ..
. what was wrong with my life? Ok, 1
mean, there might be that whole issue of
how I don’t speak to my father that of
ten—well, ever, really. But Mom and I
get along great. I mean, I call her every
night. I should probably go visit her ev
ery once in a while, but she has her hands
full. A voice broke through my thoughts.
“There’s more to life than work, ya
know.” It was Godzilla speaking.
“What? How did you know I was—
I mean, what are you talking about?” She
chuckled, an awful, guttural sound.
“You just said all that out loud,
sugah.” Boy, was I embarrassed. I felt
my cheeks start to burn, and I thought of
the time my Dad caught me smoking in
my room when I was 12.
“Do you want to talk ‘bout anythin’?”
I almost said no. But for the first time,
she seemed a little more human—a little
more open.
“Umm. I guess. I mean, that is, if
you want me to.” She nodded. I looked
closer. Maybe her eyebrows weren’t
fake, after all.

God talks to us—sans the roaming fees
by

Katie Hughes ’06
Portfolio Staff

Sometimes I think God talks to me.
Ok, now that I have your attention, I’ll
clarify so as to prevent you from calling
the men in white coats. A friend of mine
explains these moments of
pccay! divine intervention by callESSAY | jing them. "Good moemnts"”
I suppose this sounds a little
better than “God talks to me.” Regard
less of what you call it, I believe God
gives us signs that are too fitting and
applicable to be considered coincidence.
The range of the “God moment” var
ies from smile inducing to life directing.
A simple example could be talking to a
good friend on the phone, venting about
whatever is bothering you at the time, and
the radio is playing in the background.
Suddenly, after you’ve just sat there for
10 minutes venting, a song comes on that
immediately triggers some of the best
memories with the person you’re talk
ing to. While it’s not life-altering by any
means, the simplicity of reminiscing has
enough power to make you forget about
the cause of your venting.
The mystery of the “God moment” is
the uncertainty of when the moment will

strike. To be cliche, the moment usually
happens when you least expect it. But
then again, it’s a cliche because it’s of
ten true. What I do know about the tim
ing of a “God moment” is that it is per
fect. I often respond to the “moment”
with an “I needed that like You would
not believe.” Obviously, if I am talking
to God, He would believe, so that makes
the point moot.
I asked my friend (the one who termed
these moments as “God moments”) how
she would describe a “God moment.”
She reiterated a lot of what I already
thought and felt, but she also added to it
by saying, “It’s a comforting moment
where you realize you’re not alone, and
there is something/one bigger and better
at work in the world around us.” She is
far more concise than I’ll ever be.
I lived in Providence this summer,
thanks to the joys of off-campus living,
and the oddity that is the June to June
lease agreement. While living here, I
became better acquainted with the roads.
I figured out shorter routes to certain
places and which street lights to avoid
because they take forever to change. One
day, I was driving and unfortunately got
caught at one of these “take-forever”
lights. I was in a particularly bad mood

that day, so this just added to my aggra
vation. Of course, I was also stuck be
hind a delivery truck, with a film of dirt
covering it, and a noisy, smelly exhaust
system. Cue my bad mood turning into
an even worse mood.
The reason for the bad mood fell
somewhere between “being uncertain
about the future” and “an existential life
crisis.” Having a flair for the dramatic, I
tend to go big or go home. To summa
rize, I was feeling overwhelmed about
what to do next year. Should I stay in
Rhode Island, or venture elsewhere?
Returning to the scene, 1 am still stuck
behind this ugly and stinky
delivery truck, unhappy,
and becoming increasingly
impatient with each mutter
of the trucks faulty muffler.
That’s when I notice it.
Sometimes when trucks
are really dirty, someone
(who thinks they are the
cleverest of clever) de
cides to write “Wash me”
in the dirt on the truck.
Well someone also wrote
on the truck in front of me.
But this person did not
write the overly used, sel

dom creative “Wash me.”
Instead, what stared me in the face,
was a phrase I was unprepared for. It was
the mother of all “God moments.” On
the back of the ugly delivery truck, it read
in smudged dirt handwriting: “Next year,
New York.”
I died. Twice. I was in my car, and I
had one of those “Should I laugh or
should I cry?” sensations. Being me, I
chose the former. I laughed uproariously
as I drove away, slightly sticking my head
out the window and looking up. (That’s
where God lives.) “You sneaky little
devil, you!” (pun obviously intended.)

TRACY DONADIO ’06/The Cowl
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Poetry Corner
“Perhaps no person can be a poet, or can even enjoy poetry, without a certain unsoundness of mind. ”
—Thomas Babington Macaulay

Ego is a Cologne

Reflections

by

Caitlin Murphy ’06
Portfolio Staff

by

Sarah Arnini ’07
Portfolio STAFf

ego is a cologne called bipolarity:
a self-absorbed fashion focused
upon knee-bends, a bottom-lip, buckles
and a soft-shoe tap dance
having its highs where you tell me:

Veiled faces hiding in darkened rooms,
Amidst a stark reality
Of broken bones
And twisted words
Searching for a better life
They seek but do not find,
They know not what they are searching for—
Like frightened children they cling tightly,
Clinging to one another
May be their only hope.

‘baby!! wit is a honey-sap
I press my cheek to my shoulder.
I am the sound of cracking ice in warm bourbon,
you are beautiful and EVERYTHING I EVER WANTED.’

and you throw out a leg-kick, you spin circles on the carpet until
you stir up enough static, the bourbon splashes
onto my taffeta, and 1 laugh.
I tell you, STOP, LOVE! 1 tell you, I AM beautiful, aren’t I?
and you grin, sloppy,

One soul feels a soft touch upon its surface,
A stream of light falls gently
To expose a power beyond them,
A reflection of something unknown
Carrying sweetness never felt nor tasted before.
The pristine light spreads throughout,
Covering the crowd and
Delicately touching each damaged spirit
Embracing and inspiring
A transformation beyond words.

sloppy, slooopy come on, sloopy, come on!
and in mid-blink and mid-grin and mid-sip you are back at your computer,
hi. what’s up? nm. u. you okay? yea.
but what about your bourbon and my taffeta?
shrug, shrug.
shrug

and how stupid I look, standing there on the
wet carpet, drenched, limp.
I am still licking around your edges, buzzed and haunted, idiotic.
silence must prevail to save my own ego. but what 1 am thinking is:
IDIOT. IDIOT. IDIOT, crack your knuckles, and run.

scrub the scent off,
it is so intoxicating, chemical-sweet and lasting
like pink-rubber-ball smell on my hands.

just as childhood is remembered for sweet lovely warm fresh things
so I keep remembering you, mistakingly.

TRACY DONADIO ’06,The Cowl

Setting Hearts Aglow
by

Christine Bagley ’06
Managing Editor

reach and she considered her strategy be
fore making her move. She waited for the
small insect to recharge and send off an
other electric brilliance, illuminating the
lazy strands of grass. Following its flight,
she counted under her breath the seconds
between the gleams—six long, endless
seconds. When the insect sent off another
flash, she dashed in hurried pursuit toward
the object of such intrigue. As she moved,
she counted slowly to herself... one . .
two .. . three ... four... five ... six ...

She leapt across the clover and wild
marigolds. She landed softly with each
bound, zig-zagging back and forth over
the uneven mounds on the field. The
tall grasses parted as her
SHORT strong eight-year-old legs
STORY pushed the straw strands
down and out of her way.
The strands beat against the ground and
then sluggishly rose up to their original
vertical state.
She was as sweet as the summer com
from her grandfather’s pasture, as sweet
All across the horizon, brilliant
as the lemonade her grandmother stirred
flecks of green light flicked on
from a dozen ripe lemons. Her pigtails
and off. The little girl cradled
flew behind her; her profile accented
her
catch, resisting the tempta
by the misty blue of the sunset at dusk.
tion to move to ask her mother
Dashing from one end of the grassland
to the other, the wild cottontails and
the name of such an exotic
field mice scurried off, fleeing from her
creature.
uneven tread.
She stopped in her tracks and
She was sure by count seven she would
reached her hand up above her head.
Adding five inches to her stout figure, be within reach of the insect, surely hold
she jumped up, reaching for what ing it within the fist of her hand by count
looked like a piece of the dusty night. eight. With another leap, she reached for
Her face melted from determined to dis the fluorescent glow. She cupped her
appointed, as the object she sought to other hand around the fist. It fluttered
catch within the small confines of her under the layers of fingers.
Her legs folded under her, and she
fist escaped her grasp. Standing silently,
hoping to remain unsuspicious from her melted to the ground, careful not to let her
prize escape. Cautiously, she peeled her
target, she surveyed the landscape.
A faint glow sparked within her fingers away and glanced into the cave of

her palm. The bright green
glow flashed quicker now,
beating every two seconds.
The insect wiggled across
her soft skin. Bringing her
cupped hands closer to her
face, she peered into the gap
between her thumbs. With
another gleam of green bril
liance, the insect enlight
ened her smooth cheek
bones and tiny nose. She
smiled at her prize and
caught her breath. She spent
the next few minutes count
ing the seconds between the
flashes of emerald; the beat
of the beam slowed down,
as the insect regained a nor
mal heartbeat.
All across the horizon, brilliant flecks
of green light flicked on and off. The
little girl cradled her catch, resisting the
temptation to move and ask her mother
the name of such an exotic creature. As
the minutes passed, the electricity of the
glow began to wane. Similarly, as the
light of the day grew tired, the sky turned
to silken cobalt.
Her mother’s footsteps broke the si
lence and startled her unmoving stature,
as she knelt down beside her daughter.
Sharing the enchanting creature with her
mother, she moved her cupped hands into
her mother’s view.
“Lightning bug,” whispered her

mother. Clever, thought the young child.
They watched the magical bug glow
one last time and finally flicker to an ex
tinguished speck. She released her catch
and looked up toward her mother, wideeyed.
The gentle radiance of the moon cast
an aura of innocence around the little girl,
as her mother saw her own innocence
through the eyes of her eight-year-old
child. She took her daughter’s hand in
her own and noiselessly moved back to
wards the house.
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Cigarette vapors and summer tributes
by

Megan Bishop ’07
Portfolio Editor

“I’ve never smoked a cigarette,” she
said, batting her mascara dipped eye
lashes. She always had a problem with
the right eye though—those lashes would
always clump together,
SHORT looking like miniature tri
STORY angles extending off her
eyelids. No matter how
hard she tried, they’d always stay that
way, as if they’d rather work together in
stead of independently.
But she had smoked once, that time
in high school, when the air smelt like
firewood, and reminded her of days
she’d rather forget, somewhere between
summer camp and Halloween.
This time it stung her lungs, and as
they cried for sweet oxygen, she coughed
bent over, and looked at the grass be
neath her feet. Her toenails, perfectly
painted, were exposed as a tribute to wind. But, she had lied of course. And,
summer. He grazed her back with his fin she would always remember it being on
gers, trying to soothe her lungs through a different day, with a different boy, with
bones and skin. But he had boy hands. different grass bent beneath her differ
And his knuckles were scraped and cut, ently colored painted toenails.
It was better he thought her a virgin;
a testament to football practices and fist
fights. She liked that about him, she told in this sense purity is a highly coveted
herself, that ability to attack on a whim; virtue.
it made her feel safe on most days.
She held the cigarette loosely be
“I can see,” he replied smiling big, tween her fingers, probably better than
and somewhat proud. He wondered if a first time smoker should, but he didn’t
she’d always remember her first cigarette notice. He looked below her triangle eye
being with him, as October waited in the lids, into her eyes that never stayed the

This is
Really
Important
by

Alison Espach ’07

KATIE RUTKOWSKI ’07/The Cowl

same color. It drove him crazy, actually,
but a good kind of crazy.
She drew the smoke into her lungs
again, and they cried less this time. She
suppressed the cough within her chest,
but could feel her red blood cells shriv
eling, shrinking, and running from the
smoke.
He leaned in to kiss her, a soft smoky
kiss she might try to forget later on. But
still, she kissed back, wondering if he
thought she had never kissed a boy be
fore. His lips hovered over hers, and he

smiled as he kissed her again. It was the
best kind of kiss, where happiness can
not be contained, no longer hidden in
synapses and myelin sheaths. They
parted and the grit of tobacco clung to
her lip gloss. Pink Passion, the tube said.
She took another drag, longer than the
first two. As he stared up into the night
sky she blew upward, coating the stars
with a grey, translucent blanket.
“You’re pretty good at that,” he said
with a laugh.
“Go figure,” she nervously mumbled
as he reached for her hand. She slipped
her fingers into his clammy hands. Oh
geez, she thought, he’s got it bad.
She didn’t realize,
of course, that her
hands were the same,
drizzled with this
anxiety. Wow, she
wants me, he thought,
smiling and leaning in
for another nicotine
kiss.
She would be ad
dicted soon, after only ■
a couple more. It al
ways happened that
way.

He Said she said

Making PC an emotionally stable place,
one letter at a time...
Hi Tiffany and Earl! I read your column every week and think that
between the two ofyou, there is a lot ofgood advice conveyed to us readers. My
problem is that I am a junior and the only thing on my mind lately is JRW. Iam
freaking out! I have no idea when the right time to ask people is. Should 1 wait
around and hope someone asks me or should Ijust embrace the 21st century and
ask the guy I have been eyeing?
Overwhelmed with JRW

Portfolio Staff

I didn’t think anyone could actually stay away from a title like this, because
honestly (and I’m always honest), it almost sounds like a joke. It is no decent title
for a poem, especially one trying to have colossal significance. Plus, I figured with
all this pretentious talk going around about the moon and the stars lately, I’d better
get to it and write a poem that just comes right out and says it all, before we lose
anymore time. I never understand poems, even when I think I do, when autumn
most certainly means death, because you’d think it always would. It’s when the
trees die, and everything else gets cold, and cold is always negative, or well, it is
until someone smarter than me comes along and says it is actually positive, and not
only does it not symbolize death, it represents rebirth. And of course it does, be
cause smarter people are always right, that’s why they are smarter. I’ve had it with
dual, even triple meanings. I think I am just going to say what I mean, and make you
understand it, not even on third glance, but right away. Because I don’t know why
everybody is thinking we’ve got all this time to sit around trying to figure out the
meanings behind everything. I don’t know where they get it, or who said they could
keep it. Perhaps I’ll even go ahead and give you the main idea; I’ll really just get to
the point so you don’t have to bother looking for positive or negative words. You
can just refer back to this line and say, ah yes, that’s what she was trying to say, look
right there, she said it.

Dear Overwhelmed,
The most important thing to realize
about JRW is that it’s supposed to be fun.
You’re not supposed to freak out, cry or
yell at people who are trying to pin your
hair into a French twist two hours before
formal night—not that I know from ex
perience or anything. It’s simple: If you
want something, go for it. Don’t wait
around wondering about the right thing
to do or say, or the appropriate time for
it to be said. If you waste your time do
ing that, the date you’ve been eyeing will
be taken and then you will be kicking
yourself. Literally.
There is nothing wrong with a girl
asking a guy. But, please remember that
the best way to approach your intended
date is in a SOBER environment. So even
though it may seem like a good idea at
Prime Time after a couple Long Islands,
it probably isn’t.
And though it’s nice to go with your
crush, or that guy you sometimes make
out with, things aren’t always perfect.
Going with a friend, or even solo could
wind up being an even better time, with
much less drama.
Finally, take into consideration that at
press time, both Earl and I are dateless,
and we’re sort of a big deal. So if we
don’t have dates, then it’s probably ok
that you don’t either.

Dear Overwhelmed,
Thanks for reading. Now, in regard
to your problem, here’s what to do: First,
get a fresh pack of gum. Once you have
it, take a deep breath, and approach the
guy you want to take. Get down on one
knee and grab his hand. Softly hold his
hand in yours and then forcefully—but
with a sense of ease—slide the Ring Pop
on his hand. Cue the music ‘cuz it is of
ficially on.
However, take caution. This is a big
step to take and the wrong ring could
determine whether or not JRW will go
the way that you want. Take your time—
do not rush your decision because one
ring pop is not as good as another. Straw
berry is appropriate for that special crush
that you have and it informs them that,
“Yes, I find you attractive and want to
pursue a relationship.” Strawberry Ice
Cream on the other hand, tells the intended wearer that you are obsessed and
sleep with a doll made of their hair—a
hair-doll if you will. Twisted Blue Berry
Watermelon sends mixed messages of
being a possible lover, a possible friend,
or possible androgynous hair-doll lover.
Your best bet is to stick with a mono
chromatic color to hide any ambiguities
and name your first kid Earl because you
owe me, BIG TIME.
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What course does PC not
offer that you would
like offered?

“Winetasting.”
Melaney Bouthillette ’06

“How not to spend all your Friar Bucks by October.”
Lindsey Kennedy ’09

Rob Hanson ’06, Kyle Hill ’06, andKiki Tarkhan ’07

“Watching T.V.”
Christopher Gore ’06 and Christopher Callaghan ’06

“A course on Steinbeck.”
Than Wood ’07

Nick and Jessica
“Intro to Relationship Theory.”
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores — Standings — Statistics — Schedules — Standouts

Standouts

Kati Lary

Eoin Lynch

Field Hockey
Senior - Canaan, N.H.
A three-year starter for PC, Lary has led
the offense for the Friars this season,
with no better example of this than her
overtime game winner in the 2-1 upset
over Harvard on Sept. 28. Lary boasts
five goals and three assists on the year.

Men’s Soccer
Senior - Yarmouth, Maine
Lynch was named ECAC Player of the
Week and Big East Offensive Player of
the Week. He posted two goals and one
assist in PC’s 3-2 upset of No. 25
Georgetown. Lynch is currently No. 3 on
the Friar’s all-time list with 25 goals.

Schedules

Scores
Thursday 9/29
Women’s Tennis at Holy Cross

Friday 9/30
Women’s Soccer vs. Louisville
Volleyball at Hartford

Saturday 10/1
Women’s Tennis at Fairfield
Men’s Soccer at Georgetown
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Beatrice (exhib.)
Volleyball at Yale

PPD
L, 6-1
L, 3-2
Cancelled
W, 3-2
T, 4-4
L, 3-0

Sunday 9/18
Women’s Soccer vs. Cincinnati
Field Hockey vs. Louisville
Volleyball vs. St. Francis (N.Y.)

L, 1-0
L,3-0
W,3-0

Wednesday 9/21
Women’s Tennis vs. URI
Vollyeball at Central Connecticut
Men’s Soccer at Connecticut

L, 6-1
L,3-0
L, 3-2 (OT)

Friday 10/7
Women’s Soccer at St. John’s
Field Hockey at Rutgers

7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Saturday 10/8
Men’s Soccer vs. Seton Hall
Men’s Hockey vs. St. Thomas University (exhib.)

1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Sunday 10/9
Women’s Soccer at Syracuse

2:30 p.m.

Tuesday 10/11
Men’s Soccer at Brown

7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 10/12
Women’s Volleyball vs. Sacred Heart

6:00 p.m.

Standings
Women’s Tennis vs. Rhode Island (Individual Results) 10/5/05
Singles
1) Valarie Chacon (URI) def. Jennifer Daigle; 6-4, 6-1
2) Erin Fleming (URI) def. Sara Bitetti; 6-1, 6-2
3) Grace Hedstrom (URI) def. Andrea Lee; 6-0, 6-1
4) Jess Sims (URI) def. Ashley Rissolo; 6-3,6-4
5) Haley Loewenthal (URI) def. Meghan Gilroy; 6-1, 6-4
6) Kate Lyons def. Emily Contant(URI); 2-6, 6-4, 10-6

Doubles
1) Daigle/Bitetti def. Fleming/Hedstrom (URI); 8-3
2) Chacon/Sims (URI) def. Lee/Kerry Schulz; 8-6
3) Contant/Reuschel (URI) def. Rissoio/Gilroy; 8-5

Men’s Soccer Big East Standings 10/6/05
Blue Division
Providence (27)
Ctpoto ptawn

Connecticut (10)
Seton Hall
Notre Dame
West Virginia
Marquette

W
2
3
2
2
2
2
1
11

*(#) indicates national ranking

L
0
2
2
2
2
2
3
4A

T
3
0
1
1
1
1
1
Au

Pts.
9
9
7
7
7
7
4
-2
J
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St. Francis win highlights busy week for Friars
by

Erin Denihan ’08
Sports Staff

The Providence College
women’s volleyball team went
into this weekend’s action at
Hartford and Yale at a decided
disadvanWOMEN’S tage. Both of
VOLLYEBALL these teams
award numer
ous volleyball scholarships each
year while Providence has none.
As a result, the Friars
dropped tough matches against
Hartford last Friday night, Sept.
30, and against Yale on Satur
day, Oct. 1, 3-2 and 3-0 respec
tively. However, the weekend
ended for the women on a high
note as they came back strong
to sweep St. Francis (N.Y.) in
their home match on Sunday, 30.
The match on Friday night
was close, lasting five games.
Senior co-captain Allison Baker
described the loss as “hard, be
cause it’s one we should have
won.” Baker helped the team
with 31 kills and four blocks.
Coach Margot Royer ex
pressed the idea that her team
was simply overmatched by
Hartford and again by Yale on
Saturday due to the fact that
Providence is not a scholarship
team.

Unfortunately, the team did
not fare any better at Yale on
Saturday, dropping three
straight games to a strong team
who currently boasts a 10-1
record. This time, co-captain
Annie Fiorvanti led the effort by
the Friars with 23 assists.
“Yale is a very strong team
who has beaten good people all
year,” Fiorvanti said. “They’re
definitely beatable though.”
The combination of being
back in Mullaney gymnasium
and playing a more equal oppo
nent allowed the Friars to end
their busy weekend on a high
note, as they beat St. Francis
decisively on Sunday.
Coach Royer called the vic
tory “our best game all year. We
outplayed St. Francis in every
category and truly played to
gether as a team.”
“It definitely helps playing at
home,” Fiorvanti added. “We
got a lot of support from the
other teams at PC, which was
very nice.”
Apart from the lack of schol
arships, another challenge for
the Friars is that they are a young
team, one in which eight out of
12 players are freshmen. Baker
summed this up by saying, “it’s
hard having eight freshmen even
though you probably wouldn’t
know it by watching us.”
Sunday’s match is proof
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Senior Annie Fiorvanti helped lead the Friars to their third
win of the year, a 3-0 victory against St. Francis. On the
season, Fiorvanti leads PC with 6.28 assists per game.

though that age and experience
aren’t everything. Freshman
Nonie Ferguson really played
beyond her years, leading the
team with 10 kills. Her class
mates contributed as well, with
Jeanette Toney recording 13

kills and Amanda Little totaling
25 digs to compliment
Ferguson’s valiant effort.
In fact, Little’s effort led to
national recognition. On the
heels of 94 digs in just five
matches, Little was named the

Division 1 National Independent
Volleyball Defensive Player of
the Week for the second time
this season. Little actually leads
the nation in total digs, with 392
overall, and her average of 5.37
per game is good enough for
25th in the country.
With the young guns firing
on all cylinders, the Friars cer
tainly have something to build
on. Royers says that Sunday’s
win is also a rallying point for
the team.
“We’ve improved with more
time together,” she said, “and
now we’re really getting there.”
Despite the Friars victory
over St. Francis, the team was
defeated on Wednesday night by
the Central Connecticut Blue
Devils 3-0.
Baker led the team effort
with six kills and 26 total at
tacks. Fiorvanti led the team in
assists with 12 and also recorded
five digs for the night. Ferguson
added to the Friars effort with
five kills and 23 total attacks.
Providence’s record now
stands at 3-18, as they are look
ing to improve over the upcom
ing week. The Friars return to
their home court on Oct. 12
against Sacred Heart. Provi
dence returns to the road to face
Lafayette on Saturday and Rider
University on Sunday.
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Field Hockey:
continued from back page
On a high after their win over
Harvard, PC, with their now 4-8 record,
hoped to duplicate their results against
11th ranked Louisville. As it was the first
game of the Friars’ Big East season, the
girls hoped to start off the season with a
win. Needless to say, the end result would
not be exactly what PC was looking for.

The first half (of the
Harvard game) was the best
hockey I’ve seen played
since I’ve been here. The
girls really hung on . .. and
their ‘never say die’ mental
ity kicked in, allowing us to
come out on top.
Diane Madl,
Head Coach

“Louisville is a very formidable op
ponent,” said Madl. “We had the chance
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Upsets Crimson, falls to Cardinals

to see them play, and we watched their
videos, so we had a good idea of what
their strengths were and we tried to play
against them. We had a positive attitude,
but unfortunately they got the momen
tum and it took us too long to adjust.”
It only took 1:25 into the game and
the Cardinals were already on the
scoreboard, compliments of Janelle
Avila. Avila struck again at the 20:54
mark putting the Cardinals up 2-0 over
the Friars. Deciding to add to the team
effort was Casey Diener, who scored her
goal for Louisville at 29:23. As the clock
dwindled in the first half so did, as it
would seem, the Friars’ last hopes of
making a dent in the Cardinal’s lead.
With 19 seconds left, Lauren Schaefer
netted another goal for the Louisville
effort nutting the Cardinals up 4-0 going
into Lie half-time break.
The second half would prove to be
nearly as fruitless as the first for PC. The
Cardinals would tack on two more points
to their score making it 6-0 before any
PC action. It wasn’t until junior Melissa
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Freshman goalkeeper Stephanie
Scavelli has started all 13 games for
the Friars this season, including the
2-1 overtime win over Harvard.
McGow netted her goal at the 63:15 mark
unassisted, that the Friars were able to
end a near shut-out.

“It was disappointing to lose to Lou
isville after our win over Harvard,” said
Lary. “The first half was not our usual
level of play, we know it, and it really
hurt us in the end. We did better in the
second half and I feel that after playing
them, we are ready and prepared to take
on the other teams in the Big East.”
“I think Louisville is going to be at
the top of the Big East this year,” said
Madl. “It was a good opener for us for it
allowed us to see what’s out there and
where we have to go from here.”
The Friars now fall to 0-1 in Big East
play and their overall record falls to 4-9.
The ladies will have their hands full this
weekend as they face-off against Rutgers
on Friday, Oct. 7 at 7:30 p.m.. The game
will be held at the RU Stadium Complex
in Piscataway, N.J.
“Rutgers has a different style of play
than Louisville does,” remarked Madl.
“We hope to come out like we did against
Harvard. Ifwe are the aggressors, we can
dictate the style of the game and come
away with another win.”

CLASSIFIEDS
Spring Break

For Rent

Help Wanted

Apartments for rent
I Many 3-12 bed recently
renovated apartments and
houses available. Houses
on Oakland, Pembroke,
Eaton, Pinehurst, and
Tyndall. Many have new
I baths, hardwoods, parking,
and laundry. Some avail' able with phone, cable, and
high speed internet jacks in
every room.
Call 952-0966 for details.

Apartment for Rent!
Pembroke Ave near PC
2nd and 3rd floors
3 Large Bedrooms, new
kitchen appliances, stove,
refrigerator, dishwasher,
new gas baseboard heat,
and gas hot water, new
bathrooms. Secure area
with lighted parking.
$1,200.00 per month
Call 274-7763

Appreciate a more upscale environment that has extra
something you have been looking for.? Now offering
upscale apartments from traditional layouts to loft and
two floor townhouses, with Jacuzzi bathrooms, stain
less custom kitchens, wireless internet, plus much
more. All right here in the Pinehurst-Pembroke area.
Owned and operated by PC alumni. For more info, call
401-301-6274
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Friars: No goals this week Soccer: Doggone overtime
continued from back page
the loose ball in the area. Mancarella
followed her rebound and tried to head
it in again, but the ball was stolen by a
Cardinal defender.
Louisville effectively put the game on
ice in the 79th minute with their third and
final goal of the afternoon. PC had eight
shots in the second half to Louisville’s
nine. Each side had three comer-kicks
in the game, and Fedyshyn finished with
four saves.
PC junior fullback and co-captain
Leah Vieira felt that there are a few things
that separate her team right now from the
opposition they are losing to.
“We are playing evenly with them but
when they have their chances, they take
advantage of them and we don’t,” Vieira
said. “We don’t have an attacking mind
set; we’re reluctant to take people on.”
With each negative result, the Friars
put more pressure on themselves to per
form well in the next game. Friday’s loss
meant that Sunday’s game against Cin
cinnati was a must-win.
Once again, PC came so close but
ended up so far away, losing a heart
breaking 1 -0 contest to the Bearcats, an
other new Big East team, at Glay Field.
Both teams checked into the game with
out a Big East victory under their belts,
so this made first-half play particularly
cautious, with neither team wanting to
make that big mistake that led to a goal.
Even a casual observer had the feeling
that one goal was going to win this game
and it was just a question of who was
going to step up.
The bad news for the Friars and their
faithful is that a Bearcat forward broke
the 0-0 tie in the 67th minute, firing a
low, hard shot from outside the box that
beat Fedyshyn to her right side. Never
theless, Fedyshyn played well in the los
ing effort, keeping the Friars in the game
with a total of six saves, including an
amazing diving stop with just a few min

utes left on the clock. Cincinatti outshot
the Friars 14-7 and dominated with six
comers while PC didn’t manage to gain
a comer.
Given her position on the field and
leadership role on the team, Mahoney
truth fully admitted to feeling some extra
pressure when the team goes through
such a brutal scoreless slump.
“As a forward it’s mostly a mental
battle,” she said. “You place more pres
sure on yourself. It’s not a matter of our
playing that badly, we just haven’t got
any bounces to go our way. We know
that we’re a good team so it keeps our
spirits high.”
It doesn’t get any easier for the Fri
ars, as their next four games are on the
road. They play at St. John’s on Friday
night and at Syracuse on Sunday after
noon in two more Big East contests.
They have six Big East games left in the
season followed by a crosstown matchup
with Brown.
As for Vieira, she has been around the
game of soccer long enough to know that
the frustration will end at some point.
“Sooner or later, it will all work itself
out,” she said. “Until then, however, it’s
just really frustrating and disappointing
to keep losing such close games.”
For their part, McGirr and his assis
tants are doing everything they can to
keep their players heads up, which can
prove to be a difficult task after such a
tough stretch of results.
“We’re trying to put things back in
perspective,” he related. “We feel like
the St. John’s and Syracuse games are
both tremendously winnable. We feel like
we can get into the Big East tournament
possibly with three wins, probably with
four and definitely with five.”
The calendar has just turned to Octo
ber, but there is plenty of time left in this
season for the young Friars.
“There are six Big East games left,”
Mahoney said, “so there’s still hope left
for us this year.”

continued from back page

to the Friars 30 minutes later as the Hus
kies scored their first goal. However,
Providence did not let the Huskies stay
ahead for long as Ritter scored again for
PC, ending the half 2-1 Providence.
But the Friars only managed to hold
off Connecticut for the beginning of the
second half, as the Huskies scored again
23 minutes into the second half. Provi
dence could not regain its lead before
time ran out.
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Senior forward Eoin Lynch set up
one of freshman Tim Ritter’s goals
against UConn and bagged two
goals in PC’s 3-2 win over
Georgetown as well.
The two teams returned to the field
for two 10-m inute, sudden-death over
time periods. Ritter almost scored again
for PC to give the Friars another victory,

but his attempt was blocked by the Con
necticut goalkeeper. But, shortly after an
offside call against UConn, they returned
back to the Friars third of the field to end
the game.
Connecticut scored with less than two
minutes left in the first period of over
time to give the Huskies die 3-2 win over
Providence, a defeat which now stands
as the lone blemish on PC’s otherwise
stellar record for this season.
“It’s difficult to win on the road in the
Big East,” said Daley. “The ultimate goal
is post-season play.”
However, to their credit, the Friars did
not go down without a fight and they still
remain at the top of the Big East Blue
Division for this week.
Also, Providence gained national rec
ognition this week, jumping into the na
tional rankings at No. 27.
On an individual level, Lynch re
ceived ECAC Player of the Week and
Big East Offensive Player of the Week
honors for his scoring exploits against
Georgetown.
“It’s a great honor to be recognized,”
said senior Zach Tobin. “Twenty-seven
is just a number though, we need to keep
going and stay focused.”
The Friars return home for their next
four games as they continue their Big
East Conference schedule.
“Any opportunity to come support our
guys is a lift. The students are doing a
great job so far,” said Daley. “We want
to build a home crowd advantage which
is seen around the Big East.”
Providence still has eight games left
in the season, more than enough to con
tinue its impressive record this season.
“Its still early in the season and there
is a lot of soccer left to be played,” said
Lynch. “The key for us this season has
just been hard work. Ever since last year,
every guy on the team has been deter
mined to get this program back on track.
We all committed ourselves in the off
season and it’s starting to pay off.”
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Friars split Friars attack, Huskies bite back
with tough
opponents
by

Ryan Holt ’09

Sports Staff
and

Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Editor

by

Greg Hartwell ’07
Sports Staff

Book smarts cannot help
save Harvard, as their Field
Hockey team fell to PC this past
Wednesday, Sept. 28, in a 2-1
overtime batFIELD tie. However,
HOCKEY the
Friars
failed to bring
much to the table this past Sun
day, Oct. 2, as they fell to 11thranked Louisville 6-1 at the
Friar Field Hockey and La
crosse Complex at PC.
Going up against Harvard
would prove to be a challenge.
Having allowed only two goals
against the whole season, and
being that the last time Provi
dence had beaten Harvard was
in 1996, the ladies knew they
would have to bring their Agame.
The Friars wasted no time in
setting the pace of the game and
dictating the level of play. The
first goal of the game came at
the 15:53 mark in the first half
as sophomore Abby Maguire
connected off a pass from senior
Kati Lary. With this goal, the
Friars took a 1-0 nothing lead
and were able to hold the Crim
son scoreless for the remainder
of the half.
Providence came out of the
half-time break with the same
intensity as the first. However,
Harvard was able to capitalize
on a penalty comer at the 40:51
mark via a direct shot from
Crimson player Jennifer
DeAngelis.
With both teams refusing to
let up, the score was deadlocked
at 1-1 as the second half ended,
sparking overtime play.
“We were very excited, posi
tive, and motivated going into
the game,” said Head Coach
Diane Madl. “This game we
were able to close the gap in our
play in a lot of senses. The first
half was the best hockey I’ve
seen played since I’ve been
here. The girls really hung on.
They were determined, were
positive, and their ‘never say
die’ mentality kicked in allow
ing us to come out on top.”
During the overtime, PC
rose above their opponents.
Holding the advantage in shots
on net, 5-1, the Friars were able
to make one of their opportuni
ties count. The fifth shot attempt
belonged to Lary, who, receiv
ing a pass from Maguire, was
able to shoot past the Crimson
goaltender providing PC with
their first win versus Harvard in
nine years.
“It was probably the best
Field Hockey that we have
played,” said Kati Lary. “Every
one really stepped it up and
played up to their potential. We
were finally able to take the
things that we work on in prac
tice and execute them in the
game.”
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It has been said that all good
things must come to an end. On
Wednesday, the Providence
College Men’s Soccer team’s
winning streak
MEN’S came to an
SOCCER abrupt end on
the road in an
overtime battle against UConn.
However, the Friars did ex
tend their winning streak on the
road this past weekend, surpass
ing the Hoyas 3-2, who were
ranked 25th in the nation.
“The guys worked really hard
for this one; it was a good win,”
said Head Coach Chaka Daley
about his team’s victory over
Georgetown. “It was a well de
served win for our program.”
Freshman Tim Ritter opened
up the game for Providence,
netting the team’s first goal
within the first five minutes.
However, Georgetown battled
to maintain its home turf and did
not allow another first half goal
by the Friars.
PC returned to the field to
repeat its first half performance,
as senior Eoin Lynch scored two
minutes into the half. However,
as the second half progressed,
Georgetown managed to catch
up to the Friars, as the game was

eerily
reminiscent
of
Providence’s match up with
Syracuse this season.
Luckily for the Friars, the
ending turned out to be the same
as the Syracuse game. Lynch
scored again for Providence
with approximately 15 minutes
left in the half, which gave PC
the insurance goal it needed to
secure its win.
“We knew going down to
Georgetown would be a difficult
test for our team, but we knew
if we all committed ourselves
for 90 minutes we would come
away with the win,” said Lynch.
“Our team and our program is
now starting to earn respect in
the Big East and the country.”
However, the Friars finally
met their match in Storrs on
Wednesday night. The Friars
were finally defeated after an
other stalemate, with a score of
2-2, at the end of regulation time
against the nationally ranked
No. 10 UConn Huskies. The
Friars went back on to the field
to begin their sixth overtime
battle of the season, but unlike
the first five times Providence
went into overtime, the Friars
suffered their first loss of the
season.
Providence came out strong,
as Ritter netted the team’s first
goal less than a minute into the
first half. Connecticut caught up
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Senior midfielder Derek Nobrega has been a key force in
PC’s rise to No. 27 in this week’s College Soccer News Poll.
The Friars finally lost their first game on Wednesday, falling
victim to UConn in overtime.

No luck for PC as winless streak grows
by

Rich Slate ’06
Sports Staff

The word frustration doesn’t
fully illustrate the sickening
feeling the Providence College
Women’s Soccer team has right
now.

WOMEN’S
SOCCER

A stretch

of prolonged
bad luck and
poor play at key moments has
both the players and the coaches
a bit disheartened, with shutout
losses to Louisville and Cincin
nati extending their losing
streak to three games, and their
goalless streak to six. At this
point, the PC women’s soccer
team will take an ugly goal: a
deflection, an own goal, a pen
alty-kick, anything! They’re not
looking for a highlight-reel
strike, they just want a goal.
But as senior co-captain and
forward Katherine Mahoney
pointed out, “We’re playing
well—we should be winning
some of these games.”
If you only retain one thing
from your English classes, re
member that life is cyclical—
what goes around will eventu
ally come back around. It is
likely that the Friars would all
gladly write term papers on this
topic in return for being able to
get this great goal-scoring bur
den off their collective backs.
“We have not had much luck
on our side lately,” Head Coach
Jim McGirr assessed. “We’re
still trying to find that person
ality that will carry some of the
load (offensively).”
By and large, the Friars have

Freshman striker Kelly Detterman leads the Friars with five
points, but she and the PC offense have been halted in recent
matches—including against Louisville and Cincinnati.
not played nearly as badly as
their record indicates (3-7-1
overall, 0-4-1 in the Big East).
They simply have not been able
to find that elusive goal-scoring
touch in recent weeks. Still
though, McGirr couldn’t do
much to sugarcoat his team’s
losses over the weekend.
“It was very disappointing to
come out of the weekend with
no points,” he said. “I thought
that for a good portion of both
games, we played well. How
ever, we’re a young team and we
made individual errors. If you’re

not effective and organized in
this conference, you’re pun
ished.”
The Louisville Cardinal, a
new Big East member, visited
Glay field on Friday and put on
an offensive clinic with their
relentless attacking style. The
Friars and Cardinals battled for
the first half hour of the game,
with each trying to establish
tempo. In the 35th minute, Lou
isville sent an intelligent
through ball which eluded a PC
defender and a Louisville for
ward was off to the races, fin

ishing the effort with a shot past
an outstretched Ashley
Fedyshyn, PC’s sophomore
goalkeeper. Louisville outshot
PC seven to one in the first half,
but the teams headed into half
time with just a 1-0 scoreline in
favor of the Cardinals.
In what is becoming a dan
gerous habit, PC came out of the
break and almost instantly gave
up another goal. Less than two
minutes into the second half, the
Cardinals netted to up their lead
to 2-0.
The Friars battled back and
put intense pressure on Louis
ville, carving out several second
half chances. At the 51:30
mark of the second half, PC
freshman fullback Christie Gent
dropped a comer at the front of
the Louisville goal, where fresh
man forward Kelly Pettersen
ran onto the ball and struck it
hard. A well-positioned Louis
ville defender blocked the shot,
and PC sophomore midfielder
Kelsey Kirkpatrick’s rebound
shot was similarly denied by the
tight Louisville defense.
Pettersen created another
chance for herself in the 59th
minute as she dribbled across
the defense, set her body just in
side the 18 yard box and fired a
shot tagged for the far side of
the goal, but it flew just wide.
The Friars had an even closer
chance
when freshman
midfielder Megan Mancarella’s
header off a comer was flung
aside by the Louisville goalie,
leaving players scrambling for
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